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## 498 51338 28 : MAJOR JOURNALISM AND INFORMATION

KEYWORD: JATUKHAM RAMATHEP / BUDDHA AMULET / COMMERCIAL BUDDHISM /

DAILY NEWSPAPER / OPINION
PHARADEE DOUNGNAPHA: THE COVERAGE OF “JATUKHAM RAMATHEP" AMULETS
IN DAILY NEWSPAPERS AND PEOPLE'S OPINION. THESIS PRINCIPLE ADVISOR:
ASST.PROF. DUANGKAMOL CHARTPRASERT, Ph.D., 148 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study the coverage of “Jatukham Ramathep” amulets
in daily newspapers and people’s opinion by using the two following methods; 1) Content
analysis of 4 daily newspapers: Thairath, Dailynews, Khaosed and Kom Chad Luek published
during 1" January to 30" June 2007 which made 724 copies in total. 2) In-Depth Interviews with
25 people including reporters, editors, academics, Buddha amulet collectors and general
people.

The study found that publishing the content about the miracle of Jatukham increased
the advertisements of the daily newspapers. The newspapers reported the depreciation of
Jatukham after theirs selling advertisements were matured. The daily newspaper covered
Jatukham because of news value and to fill the Buddhism section. Regarding to the popularity
of Jatukham, the editors from the newspapers admitted the newspaper was one of the factors
that influenced its increasing popularity. Moreover, the business interest and commercial
factors pushed the newspaper to publish the content which was thought to be normal for the
industry.

Regarding people opinion, most respendents thought that Jatukham was commercial
Buddhism and a Irend or a fashion. Most sample thought that the newspapers exaggerated the
fact and also got the benefits out of publishing the content. Moreover, the sample thought that
newspapers were involved in urging people to become interested in this amulet but they did not
make people credulous, because people's belief depended on several variables such as their

background, individual belief, and other media exposure.

Department:.....Journalism and Information.....Student's signature:..}, " radet .?‘.’.‘?.‘.‘J %A fk‘ %

Field of study:...Journalism and Information.....Principle Advisor's signature: 3/ asilapr | m“"i"“
Academic year: 2007
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