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ABSTRACT

The purposes of thig research are studying the utilization
of library resources for teaching by the faculty members in the
Social Sciences of Kagetsart University, and investigating into
‘'such problems as uger information seeking behavior, user needs as
well as user expectation of informational resources to be provided
by the main library in support of their instructional processes.
Regsearch results-will be potentially tSed forbthe formulation of
the library resources development policy at Kasetsart University

Main Library.

-

Questionnaires were distributed to 230 faculty members
from the Economics,'Education and Social. Sciences Faculty 83,04

percent or 191 questionnaires were completad and returned.

Findings fevealed that the actual users comprisad 122 ox
63.87 percent of the total respondents and 69 or 36,13 percent
were counted as non~user.‘ The reasons can be operationally
explained that most of the non-users dependad upon the faculty

libraries and their personal collections when searching for



materials for course preparation. Others considered the resources

available at the Main Library were irrelevant to their needs.

A majority of the actual users used the Main Library once
every fewwmonlhs to borrow books, searched the main catalog primarily
for needed items, and used various types of materials. In
preparation fof courses, LEnglish textbooks were used mostly in the
contrary of Thai books, periodicals; thesis, government documents
and vertical filesy Reference books, newspapers and audio—visual
materials were never mised by most of the faculty members. Most of
the actuzl users considered all ‘types of library resources in the

social sciences &€ the main library inadegquately accessible.

In analyzing into parricular subjects of the social sciences
the data illustrated that the faculty members used mostly economics
literature. For humanities subjects; the faculty members used
mostly philoscphy and religion literature. And; for the science
and technology subjects, the faculty members used mostly statistical

literature.

Problems facing most, faculty members-in-using textbooks,
reference beoks, periodicals and government documents aie critical
in terms . of-subject . contents; and meeded-titles not available in
the main library. Certain resources useful for courses in the
social sciences are very limited in number. Thesis lists of
other institutions as well as ;udio»visual materials are not

completely available. The facuity found the main library to be

very hot and uncomfortable.



A

In surveying user needs, it was found that ﬁembers of the
faculty of Economics needed resources in the fields of economics,
business administratioﬁ, and finance and acéounting° Members of
the Faculty of Education needed resources in education, physical
education an& psychology. The Soclial Science faculty needed
resources in socilology, psychology political science and
anthropology. The faculty needs of other library services are
that circulation of publdShers' catalogs, monthly libraries accession

-

lists and library newsletters.

=

Recommendations

1. Centralized resources acquisition should be édministered in
order that resources provided cover édequate and appropriate subjects,
avoid duplicated copies hegce more effective resource sharing,

2. Emphasis on public relation through library newsletter should
be promoted to credte awareness among the faculty members of library
activities and that-resources c;n be used cost effectively,

. 3. Funds for acquising up to-date and relevent material should be
given balanced weight in relation to-the allocation“of material on other
subjects,

4, Thesis| lists and bibliographies hold' by lother ‘institutions
should be provided for easy access to all users.

5. Audio-visual material sﬁould be provided according to faculty's
recommendation, Exhibition as well as displays of audlo-visual equip-

.hent shouldvbe bresented and publized to attract wider range of users,

6. Action on all~-faculty-equal participation in'selection process

of library resources should be taken more actively.
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