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ABSTRACT

Bangkok'is a "Primate City' in every-meaning. Apart from being

the center of all social struetures (economic, political and ideological),

-

and technological centem; BRangkok isialso the center of all kinds of
problem in Thalland Undesizable situations and problems with which we k,,'

are confronting nowadays are resultlng from the process of "over centrall—

zation" and "over-urbanization!' in this particular city.

. This the51slls the result of ‘an attempt to propose a study method -
which emph351ze the "soc1al-hlstor1ca1 analysis" in order to analyse var1—._
ous factors and conditions relevant to the problems (or the "'root of the
problems'). Furthermore, this thesis aim to analyse those factors and

conditions which inevitably affect both-directly and ihdirectiy at national,

regional and city levels which are mutual related. =

S

T

With, the. attempt-to.response, Lo one objective of this study (i.e.,
to study the factors and conditions relevant 'to ‘changes in residential

landuse), the findings of this study indicate that neo-colonialism of the

world-system capitalism led by monopoly capitalists of transnational cor-

porations and globnl financial institutions which locate their headquarters
in the core arca of capitalism (especially in the Un}tcd States and Japan)

is the most important condition in formulating the direction of national



an& urban developments. The developments under the condition has widened
the -income gaps at various levels (i.e., between bangkok and other big cities,
betﬁééﬁ big.éifies and small cities, and between urban areas and rural areas
or cities‘and the rest) instead of reducing the gaps. Such situations have
.attracted a number of poor people escaping from poor circumstances in those
rural areas to urban areas (especially to the capital cify in where industr-
jal, commercial, and service sectors was being seriously'and speedy located
and developed during the period of development') in order to seek for better
job opportunitiés and better living conditions. Monopolized evolution of
. proprietorial system during the pasit 25 years of "devolopment' has generateﬁ_
| them to beéome urban peoer people of Bangkok inevitably.

v -

TTHe'deiopménté,'aéééfding“tb the five National Economic and'Sociéiﬁ;‘
bDevelopment Plans oraNational‘Plans under the "assistance" of foreign govern-
ments, tranénational corporations and global financial institutions (contro-

___lled and directed by monopoly ¢apitalists), affects directly and indirectly.
on different parts of the-body of the soeiety. It has caused a huge volume
of broblems on the following syétems - : [ o ;

1. Enviromnmental System (eSpeciglly forestry and mineral re-

sources) which has quickly deteriorated,
2. Economi; S;stem which is unstdble and has a number of problems?
3. Po}itical System whicﬁ is not tru}y democratic,
4, Intellectual or Cultural System wh;ch ié heayilly influenced
" by American ideologies, theories, symbols and values,
5. Technological System which is dcpcndenf on industrialized

~

countries.

The "urbanization model" proposcd by scholars frominduastrialized



2

countries. since the group of American planners (Litch Field) proposed "Grea-
ter Bangkok Plan 1990" to the Military Regime (Sarit) in 1960 has been the
basic guldellne of the urbanization of Bangkok (from town to metropol1s)
upon the process of centralization. The processes, therefore, have domina-

ted the direction of changes in lunduse structure of Bangkok and its vicinity.

Findings of this stqdy indicate that ''changes' in Bangkok under the
_National Plans have been in the same process with over population and over
expansion of urban areas im.all directiens, particularly i@ the north and the
east, without ﬁp-to«date and effecti#e pians and policies in controlling the
"_voluﬁe of urban populationg urban areas, and landse structQTE; although,

_ Department of City and Country Planning was established in 1962.

The results, them, are that the good and the best kinds of agricul-
tural land situated in most part of Bangkok has been rapidly-changed.into
urﬁan areas after a number of Foads and streets were continuously constru-
:cfed leéd to andtthrbugﬁ suburb areés,Aahd follpwed by a great-number df
houéiné projects constructed both in governmental and private $ectors R
(mdre than 600 projects or 203,000 units up), individual housing (111;666:A;
units up), and slum and squatter settlements (from 780 places to 1,003-
places or 47,800.units up)-during the .decade of 1974-1984, which those
roads and streets stimulated them to spread all over ‘the city (which is
petting biggeryspeedy)sunder. the, situation of rapid groyth of housing
demand which seems to be beyond contrel within the framework of ''develop-
ment® under the National Plan which intend to centralized throughout the

‘plan.

Twenty-five years of development under the National Plans
which dominated by American and Japanesc monopoly capitalists, and Thui

government as their agent, there has heen no clearly long-range and



contiﬁuous plan to éolvé all big pfpblems éf Bangkok seriously.
Coﬁtgarily, the governemnt always plan and formulate policies in the form
of unplanned, traditional, comservative, and follow-problem mode of”
planning and>let the problems cumulated. Thus, the bureaucrats in those
gévernmeptal organizations operate in the same way as their headquater

(i.e., government}.

Confronting with a gréat‘deal of problems which have been curmula-
ted duri;g the past 25 years under the National Plans, Bargkok residents -
have been moving towards a erisis and could find themselves in that
crisis very soon 1f the hlghest level of planning agencies (i.e., the
governemnt and the hatlonal Bconomic ‘and Social Development Board) contlnue

.to develop the country and the capltal c1ty in the same derthn.an w1th
the same ideclogies as in the past w1thout trying to formulate new pollc1es
to decrease centralization to Bangkok '‘and rapid growth of urban area and

.. Urban population. .urgently and seriously.. .And, if they -still continue -tos=—---

maintain the direction which has been proceeded, the trend of Ban@kdk@
residential landuse will occur in the way that fesidential lauduse-wi;lgbe
replaciﬂq vacant area and the good agricultural landuse more and more as

dormitory towns upon the disorder landuse all over the-city within few

decades. o] ' ¥

The égﬁgi;sién chapter presented inwgﬁié fheéis'prbviéés
probositions to the government and the leadef class to encourage their
planning agencies in every level of plannlng to formulate '"Bangkok
Developwent Plan" urgently in the guideline of 1nteprated planning between
Physical Planning, Biological Planning and Social Planning, and terminate
the old principle, collected sector;al planning which is highly

‘disintepgrated.



This the81s states clearly that as long as we cannot solve the
polltlcal problem, the effectlve practical and up-to-date natlonalﬁ
development plan is not possible to exist. Therefore, the effective,

" .practical and upﬂto—date_development plan to develépABangkok-as a whole

is not possible to exist either.. In conclusion, the democratic electoral
systems at the national, capital and /districts levels which just reborn
will be the mos£'essential condition t6 assure the success of the national,

capital and districts developments din tlie future.
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