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# # 5180200822 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS : CONVERSION / POLYSEMY / NOUN / VERB / THAI
WANNABHA SAPPHASIT : CONVERSION BETWEEN NOUNS AND
VERBS IN THAI. ADVISOR : VIPAS POTHIPATH, Ph.D., 285 pp.

This research aims at analyzing the case relations between the bases and the
converted forms, the direction of conversion, and the semantic mechanisms underlying
conversion between nouns and verbs in Thai. All 180 words used in this research were
divided into two groups. The first group was the words that were converted before 1999.
This group of words was collected from The Royal Institute Dictionary (B.E.2542). The
second group was those that were converted during the time of research. These words
were collected from The Royal Institute Dictionary of New Words (Volume 1 and Volume 2),
web boards in www.pantip.com during March-August 2010, and everyday conversation.

It is found that there are seven case relations observed in the conversion
between nouns and verbs. The most frequent type of case relations is the factitive case
(35.55%). The other types of case relations are as follows: instrumental case (22.77%),
patient case (11.66%), complement case (10%), agentive case (7.77%), locative case
(6.66 %) and objective case (1.66%). Apart from this, there are also two special groups
of converted words. The first group is the converted words that represent two types of
case relations. The other group was those that their case relations cannot be identified.

As for the direction of conversion, 72.37% of the converted words show the
noun-to-verb conversion, while 27.63% show the verb-to-noun conversion. Regarding
the semantic mechanisms involved in the process, there are three semantic mechanisms.
The first is metonymy which is the most highly productive mechanism (94.45%). The
patterns of metonymical mapping found in this research are: RESULT FOR ACTION,
INSTRUMENT FOR ACTION, AGENT FOR ACTION, and LOCATION FOR ACTION.
The other two mechanisms which are quite rare are: metonymy and metaphor working

together (4.44%) and metonymy and homophony working together (1.11%).

Department : Thai ....  Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Thai Advisor’s Signature
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Conversion is usually defined as a derivational process linking
lexemes of the same form but belonging to different word-classes.

(Bauer and Valera, 2005: 8)

% v d‘ A o = U ) 1 t—‘-i o
NIFAURTINNAIaN1 I adnNladIAanszuIwnIeTa lnilaal s uwraiadi
LL@i"LaJLﬂﬁﬂugﬂﬁﬁ dawalﬁtﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁgﬂlﬁmﬁmlﬁiLﬁuam%ﬂmadaammm‘h ATINL
[ ! . o A o A A a 'Y wn L
NE189NGEIT conversion  AtudNiaus 83a (Henry Sweet) tadulud a.a.
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2005: 7)

“Conversion” in the sense relevant to this book is “functional shift”
from one category to another. In English it is usually equated with zero
derivation. Conversion typically involves derivation from one major class item
to another, as in the case of:

(@) run (N) < (to) run (V)

(a) runaway (N) < (to) run away(V+Prt)

(to) calendar (V) < (a) calendar (N)

(to) lower (V) < lower (Adj)

(Brinton and Traugott, 2005: 37)
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“There are substantial semantic constraints on conversion. For example,
conversion from N > V is constrained by salient semantic and use-based
characteristics of the parent noun, such as location, agent, instrument ....
Quirk et al. (1985: 1528) likewise call attention to pragmatic factors that have
to do with world knowledge and familiar use.”

(Brinton and Traugott, 2005: 39)
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