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ABSTRACT

The thesis aims at/studying Political Socialization during the reign
of King Rama V whichis based on the educational system of the period
while analysis of the official textbooks wused in the same period will be

the main substance of the study.

In principle, education seives as a tool to produce knowledgable
citizens as well as to inculcate in them the sense of . responsibility which,
together, could contribute to general progress of the society. Yet from
political and social standpoints which is the main trust of the thesis,
educational system i§ ¢onsideréd)as "factory!! |pioducing socially acceptable
values and impressing them upon those within the system. As such,
education ‘performs ~the furction | to 'secialize ' citizens into | accepting

political ideas advocated by- the state.

From content analysis of the official textbooks of this period,
it is found out that beside teaching grammar and language and other
technical knowledge, concept of nation-state, acquiescence to ‘the authority

and power of state, loyalty, sacrifice, involvement, and contribution to the



o.

state as well as pride in being Thai citizens, are subjects prescribed by
the textbooks. They also highlight loyalty to the throne, loftiness of the

royal power and unfathomable royal companion.

It can be surmised from this study that the content of the official

textbooks in the reign of King Rama V stresses the inculcation of political
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