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Thesis title - TEE EVOLUTICY OF CUERICULUM ARD TEACEING OF TEAT

LANCUAGE AT TFE ELEMENTARY LEVEL .

Yame ¢ ¥iggs Arunee Satitpalkeekul
Thesis Advisor : Professor Sumen Amornvivat
Depariment : . Flementary Educaeion
Academic Year : 1980

, AESTRACT

Purpose of the study :

The purpose of this vesearch was fo study the evolution of
curriculum and the methodology of Teaehing the Thai language at the

elementary level from the year B.E. 2223 to the-present.

Procedures :

This historical research was conéucted under the following
procedures : (1) Studying and collecting of data concerning curricula,
books, magazinesy, theses ard the rélared official-papers; (2) Interviewing
those familiar with the ways of teaching the Thai language and cther
relevant factors: (3) Crganizing and presenting the data in the presént

form.



Findings :

The evolutions of the Thai language curriculum could be devided
into 2 periods. The first one was the period before there was a written
curriculum. TRequirements included the content cf textbocks concerning
grammar and alphabetical rules., The cnphiasis was on the students® ability
in reading and writing. The second reriod was that of the written curricula.
Since the yeér 5.E, 2223 up'tosthe present time, 12 Thai language curricula
have been successively im Lusef /The Thai' langzuage curriculum began by
bringing together the maifi elegents of the Thai textkeoks and by dividing
them into the four sub skills of reading: writing, speaking, and listening,
along the principles used ia teaching language arts, The emphasis was
on teaching these four skille so that they could be used in daily life.

The time spent on teaching the Thai language each week tended to decrease.

The evolution of teaching the Thai language could be described
as follows : the ancicnt method, the Ffolks method ard the schocl methods.
According to the ancient pethod, the teacher taught new content to the
learner only if after he had masterd the old oze. The folk method
consisted in teaching reading and #rriting and it was dependent upon the
ability of the teacher tc teachs - The school mothods began simultanously

witk the estahlistment of schools and the assignment of specific textbooks.

The method centered on the use of textbooks according to the nature of
each language skill designated in the curriculum. Today, this method is

usually followed in most schools. At the same time, some teachers have

tried to develop other efficient methods based on psychological theories



and educational technology. The Rasal Reader Approach which stressed

vords and sentences was an important ipnovation on teachirg the Thai
language. ﬁater& the reaching of Thai lanpuage emphasized the four skills
activities. For the temcher, reading and griting were the important
ckills. There were many other new nethods which were developed. At
present; the Thai language jmstruction emphasized how to provide activities
to promote learning. The'tredd An /teaching Thel language seems to select
and adapt the best aspects of the veyious methods and it stresses the use

of language in daily life.

As for teaching materials and measurement, the teaching materials
first vere textbooks and models (wooden'striper of wood engraved). Later,
simple media such as pictures; real materials were used. Finally, the
rulti media had been ugsed to enrich the instruction., As for nmeasurerents,
the learner in ancient trimes recitation infront of the teacher was the
usual method of measurement of knowledge. The official subjective tests®
were established to measure various skills, Then, the schools became
responsible to carxry ou these examination. Fipally, measurement procedures
were Eﬂanged in-order. to measure the four skills by varieus methecds.

Today, measurement ia 'done according 'to behavioral objectives ﬁy using

observation, interviewing, testing and assigned work.
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