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Abstract

The cbjective of this study is to investigate the roles of the
press played upon the?devglopment of a new concept, that:is, an amend-
ment of the existing abortion-laws to legalize abortions, leading to
help solve the problems of homeless and loveless children, the problems
of poverty - ;tricken families who are not able to look after tco many
children and the problems of high mortality ;ate arisen from illegal
abortions. Thus, from the point of view that mass media have so much
influence on the system of the societies such as playing a great part
in presenting/innovations itol the(system of the societies. Thereby,
néwspapefs, which is cqnsidered as the most deliberately expressed
mass medium in the Thai society in bresenting the subjects on abortions,

have been studied. The nature of the study has been classified into

three parts as follow:-

1. Content Bnalysis - involves making a comparison between two
different types of newspapers - Thai Rath and Siam Rath. Thai Rath can

be classed as a popular newspaper while Siam Rath a gquality newspaper.



‘u-

The quality of aportion information presented, method and tendency oOf

information presentation on abortion are three dimension studied.

2. Field Survey - concerns the study of opinion and attitudes
toward utilization of information in the making of decision and refe-
rence in voting process of 220 senators. The attitude toward the social

roles and functions performed by the newspapers was also explored.

The -last part was the comparison of the data obtained from the
field survey and the content analysis which would indicate the degree
of agreement and disagreemént on the extent newspaper can and cannot

do.

The content analysis éf the nhewspapers has been taken from the
Thai Rath and Siam Rath publishing during 1981 = 82, since it is the
period in which the amendment'of the abortion laws was taken into re-
consideration. On surveying the senators' opinion and attitude, the
instrument used was-a 8 item guestionnaire which the respondents were
asked to rate the importance of and the extent the newspapexrs haslper-
formed their functions as perceived by the senators. The returned gues-—
tiomnaire were from 39 ‘sénators. The obtained data from both the content
analysis and field survey'were ‘ahalysed by means'of ‘the Coefficiency of

Imbalance.and.Two Way .Analysis of Varience, ‘Percentages “and Mean.

Results of the study

1. Siam Rath which is a quality newspaper présented more infor=
mation concerning abortions than did Thai Rath which is a popular news-
paper.

2. Both newspapers reported in the form of news and articles

indistinctively, in another word, they presented the facts on what



ﬂ.

had really happened as well as articles to introduce and propose some

opinion.

3. Thai Rath had the tendency to present the subjects of abor-
tions on a neutral basis, while Siam Rath seemed to agree with or sup-

port the abortionvlegalization.

As comparison between data cbteined by the content analysis
and attitude survey of the senators conceérning the functions and roles
performed by the ﬁress, the guantity method.and tendency of presenta-
tion about abortién were net in/agreement the senators perceived that
newspapers have nét vet functioned theirfddties'satisfactorily.
However, they seemed to give fmore trustj tc Siam Rath which is
considered as qua;ity newspaper of high, standard, and aéreed that it

had presented moré information onh @bortion than did Thai Rath.
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