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Thesis Title : "The Effect of Historical, Economic and Social

faators on the Philippine Politics and Governmente
Name : Miss Intira Tatanapan Departgent : Government

Academic Year : 1974.

Abstract

The Philippines hadl beernr colonized and abgolutely controllied
by Spain for more tham 3 centuries without providing any opportunity
for the natives to leaimn haow to govern themselves. It was the United
States of America, her mext end last colonizer, who laid the founda=
tion of the Philippine democyatic form of governments This political
process has proceeded continuously and seems to have had great

success, compared with other countries in South East Asia.

However, undersprofound and comprehensive consideration of
the way things go in the [society, demoeracy in the Philippines is
not so stable as it appears to beisince she faces the problems, some
democTatic existence. ' Although“every government has attempted'to
solve these problems, none can completely eliminéte the basic
causea”of all the trouble. Such social problems as communist
subversion, corruption in government, .Maglim minority, social
values hindering democratic process, etc.;fhave grownrmore accute

since W.W. II the same can te said of ecomic problema, B=6h

~



as labor cuality, unemployment, industrial development, etce But the
most severe one is the policy of agrarian reform which is opposed by all
the rich, large scale ijandiords who want to maintain the status quo;
This situation weakens the national egonomy which depends largely on
agricultural production as due to lack of dand ownership, farmers do
not have much incentive to produce morse Therefoxp;the economic power

ig still in the hands of small group of people.

Such declining scedial sand economic conditions are great féctors
in keeping political behawiox within.the hounds of the class system.
Even the political campaigm bglween 2 parties is a system created by
the desire to gain more powgr for the elite, more than the differentiation
in political jdeologys Thus leach policy of election depends upon the
leaders wille And transfer among political parties is not uncommon e
Moreover political competiticn is a2 fight for + he interests of the family,

relatives and friends mofé then of the society as a vholes

The refore, ~the, existing social and@ economic structure as well as
political behavior gannot eliminate” {hoquality-and! injustice in the socielye.
As long as the pelitical elite do.not, change fheir attitude’ and the
social velue of wealthy class becoming more respoﬁsible to seciety as a
~ whole is not realized;'their political behavior will proceed for thelr -
own benefite. Justice in soclety, economy and polity will not occuTs

The government will continue to be limited to the elite only, as it has

been in the paste
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