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Thesis Title The Development of the Emotive Theory in Ethics

Nanme Mr. Ukrit Bhaetnoi Department Philosophy

ncademic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

This thesis has as.its purpose the analysis of the develcp-
ment of the emotive theory«oirethicse. it analyses the writings of
those philosophers who géntribited) their ideas to the development
of the theory. The thesis/ divides the development of this theory
into 3 stages, The firgt stage consists of the views of the pio-
neers of the theory-C.K. Ogden and Less Richards, W.H.F. Barnecs,
ieS. Duncan-Jonrs, Bertrand Russgll, Rudolf Carnap, and sfede AyEra-
whg_reactedragainst Moore'érintuitionism and tried to find an
alternative to naturalism and nonenaturalism, sDue to their primary
interest in the problems in epistemology and the philosophy of
language, their metaethical views came out as.a sketch of a theory
rather than as a-complete, theoxrye, » 1€l, taken together, their views
contained the main pillars of the emoti&e theory. © The second
stage occupidsia lihtlesmorecthan half~of the thesis. .1t ccnsis£s
in C.L. SteVenson's development of the outline of the theory into
an elaborate and more plausible theory, rendered able by his being
primarily interested in the metaethical problems and his taking
into consideration the flexibilities of lénguage. In doing this,
he preserved the central ideas formed in the first stage, adding

only details in order to qualify and defend those ideas. The third



stage of development is characterized by the alterations of some
of the views in the second stage. It consists of Stevenson's
later views and Paul Edwards' theoryjthe later resulted in the
fusion of the emotive theory with the naturalistic theorye.

This thesis will be useful not only for the uﬁderstanding
of the development of the emotive theoryy but also for the under-
standing of the development of metaethical theories since Moore's

Principia Ethica. This {sbecause the emotive theory is an impor-

tant turning-point indthe history of metaethics.
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