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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare the levels of reading
achievement among students of different discipline in Chulalongkorn
University.

The subjects used in the study were 465 second year students or
30% from seven faculties of Chulalongkorn University. They were
studying English for Academic Purposes (EAP II) in the second semester
of the academic year 1985. The instruments used were Foundation
English II (FE II) and English for Academic Purposes I (EAP 1)
achievement scores and a reading test consisting of 3 reading texts
and a questionnaire on students’ personal background, motivation and
attitudes. The data were then analyzed by means of descriptive
statistics, multiple regressions, Pearson correlations and one-way
ANOVA.

The findings can be summarized as follows.

1. Among students from Humanity, Science and Social Studies
Disciplines there 1is a positive correlation in communication and
critical reading skills. However, students from Science Discipline
have low transfer reading skill when compared to those from Humanity
and Social Studies Disciplines and the students of Humanity Discipline
have a higher performance on EAP.

2. Students from the Faculty of Communication Arts have higher
competence in all three reading skills: transfer, communication and
critical.

3. There 1is a remarkable correlation between the EAP I
Achievement scores and communication reading skill but  the
correlation between EAP I Achievement score and critical reading skill
is rather low.

4, Age and experience abroad negatively correlate with EAP
achievement scores.

5. The FE II and EAP I achievement tests correlate each other
moderately.

6. There is an insignificantly low correlation between male and

female students in all three reading skills.
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TEXT A (15 points)

Read the following text. Then answer the questions.

10

15

20

25

30

Man does not get much help from nature in fighting the gypsy
moth because the insect, a European immigrant, has few effective
natural enemies in the United States. The initial problem with
the gypsy moth began when a French naturalist in Massachusetts in
1869 tried to crossbreed silkworms and gypsy moths and lost about
a dozen of the creatures due to a gust of wind. The moths were
carried by breezes and produce to Connecticut by 1905, New York by
1922, Pennsylvania by 1934 and Michigan by 1954. Researchers have
tried controlling it with parasites of the moth, like wasps and
flies, imported from other countries, so far there has been no
notable success so they habitually resort to pesticides.

This spring, Northeastern states will dispatch airplanes to-
spray tens of thousands of acres with Sevin, an organic killer
that can eradicate over 95 percent of small larvae. But, because
Savin kills bees and is accused of causing cancer and birth
defects, many towns opt for spraying Bacillus Thuringiensis
instead. This bacterium, once ingested, paralyzes the caterpillar
and usually kills it within ten days. "BT," however, is only 70
percent effective and requires two applications. The most
promising weapon seems to be a virus derived from the moth itself.
By grinding up thousands of infected moths, entomologists have
isolated this natural killer--which turns moth larvas into puddles
of protoplasm-—and are developing it into a highly specific
pesticide called Gypchek. This pesticide should be commercially
available in a few years.

One way to eradicate the moth without upsetting the balance
of nature is to release sterile males into the environment. This
reduces the number of eggs fertilized in late summer, and hence
the size of next year’s plague of moths. Another method is to

spray forests with pheromones, or sex attractants, which may so
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hopelessly confuse the males that they will not know which way to
fly to find a mate. Finally, home remedies help a little sticky
tape or a burlap sack wrapped around tree trunks can trap larvas,

which can then be crushed with a broom or drowned in kerosene.

Choose the best answer for each item. Circle the letter of each

correct answer on your answer wheet.

1. The text is mainly about 5
A. effective pest control
B. methods of moth destruction
C. the plague of harmful parasites
D. natural enemies of a forest
2. The word "breezes" (line 7) means
A. vehicles C. winds
B. animals D. storms
3. The word "eradicate" (line 14) means ;
A. endanger to C. control over
B. decrease from D. wipe out
4., "They" (line 11) refers to
A. moths C. parasites
B. countries D. researchers
5. "It" (line 23) refers to J
A. a virus C. a larva
B. the moth D. the protoplasm
6. Which of the following statements is true?
A. The gypsy moth has few natural enemies in America.
B. The original home of the moth is Massachusetts.
C. The moth population is now under control.

D. The moth plague was intentionally started.
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Which of the following statements i1s not true?

A. The moth plague is spread naturally.

B Chemical pesticides are less effective than natural methods.

C. Not only bees but also humans are affected by Sevin.

D Only a few European moths were lost in Massachusetts a
century ago.

Which of the following is not an organic killer?

A. Sevin C. Bacillus Thuringiensis

B. Gypchek D. Pheromones

It took the longest time for the moth to travel from

A. Pennsylvania to Michigan

B. Connecticut to New York

C. Massachusetts to Connecticut

D. VNew York to Pennsylvania

The moth eggs are usually fertilized in the .

A. warm season C. cold season

B. autumn ' D. spring

A natural method of moth control discussed in the text is

A. killing every moth C. sterilizing only males

B. fertilizing all females D. destroying every egg

One of the home remedies used to control the moth population is to

A. interfere with their sex life

B. disturb their environment

C. confuse their direction

D. destroy their larvas

Bacillus Thuringiensis is preferred to Sevin because it
A. 1is 70 percent effective

B requires two applications

C. takes ten days to kill the caterpillar

D

has no harmful effect on humans

-
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can conclude from the text that .

the American Northeastern states include Connecticut and
Michigan

broom and kerosene are the most effective tools to kill adult
moths

pheromone is safe for the natural environment

the pesticide called Gypchek is now available on the market
can infer from the text that s

the moth can be naturally eliminated during the mating season
Bacterium Thuringiensis has a more immediate result than Sevin
Only two pesticides have ever been used to kill moths in
Northeastern America

One of the moth’s natural enemies is the silkworm
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robots something of a necessity. Furthermore, industry around
the world is looking for robots to save on labor costs.

While industry should continue to be the biggest market for
robotry, some of the more intriguing developments are taking place
in the medical field. Funakubo's arms, for example, have been
mounted in pairs on a bedside table and deliver to the patient a
newspaper or a piece of fruit--anything that is stored in a
cabinet. As yet the fingers on the arms are not able to peel the
fruits, but Funakubo thinks they will have that capacity before

long.

Choose the best answer for each item. Circle the letter of each

correct answer on your answer sheet.

The text is mainly about
A. industrial robots C. medical robots
B. robot development D. robot manufacturers

The word "emerging"” (line 7) means 3

A, rising C. outstanding

B. astonishing D. approving

The phrase "to stem from..." (line 10) means to be .
A. affected by C. supplied with

B. developed out of D. supported by

The word "creep” (line 16) means

A. move C. rush

B. flow D. slide

The phrase "places inaccessible to humans” (lines 17-18) means
places which -

A. humans find undesirable

B. humans are prohibited to enter

C. people are unable to reach
D

people find unsuitable to stay
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The phrase "its intended purpose"” (lines 5-6) refers to the
purpose to

A. provide handicapped children with artificial arms

B. produce artificial limbs at a low cost

C. imitate exactly the function of human limbs

D. use as few complicated parts as possible

"I1t" (line 6) refers to the .
A. development C. human arm
B. purpose D. artificial arm

Which of the following statements is true?

A. Robots can only be used in car assembly plants.

B. Japan has the most advanced technology in the world.

C. Robots will be definitely used in all industrial plants.

D. The industrial robots are less developed than the medical ones.
Which of the following statements is not true?

A. At present all Japanese industries are automated.

B. It is certain that robots will take over more human jobs.
C. Current robot models are equipped with electrical arms.

D. It is more expensive to hire a laborer than buy a robot.
The artificial arms developed by Professor Hiroyasu were
unsatisfactory because they

A, were too heavy and too big

B. could perform only a few tasks

C. required too many micromotors

D. entailed high production costs

The new class of intelligent robots does not include .
A. breast-cancer detectors C. seeing-eye dogs

B. snake-like robots D. automotive welding robots
The new generation of robots is likely to be used for the most
part in

A. heavy industry C. the medical field

B. light industry D. the construction industry
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According to the text, Japan will, in the near future, remain as
leader of the business world because of its .

A. development of western technology

B. production of a new class of robots

C. domination of the robot market

D. progress in the medical field

According to the text, robots are becoming essential to industry
because .

A. fewer people desire to work in factories

B. manufacturers want to increase their production

C. robots are more efficient than men

D. fully-automated plants are becoming widespread

What medical robots cannot do for a patient yet is to

A. remove the skin from fruit

B. hand food to him

C. deliver newspaper to him

D

. search for things for him
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TEXT C: (15 points)

Read the following text. Then answer the questions.

10

15

20

25

30

Amsterdam has become the heroin capital of Western Europe.
It has more addicts than any other European city. Officially
there are probably more. Despite police efforts to stop the drug
trade, heroin is plentiful. A seemingly endless gupply of the
narcotic flows through Holland’s airports and ports from the Far
East and the Middle East. .It is cheap, but not cheap enough to
prevent a near crime wave of wmuggings, shoplifting, purse
spatchings and prostitution. It is high grade, so high that
dozens of junkies overdose on it every year. The heroin problem
has become so bad that the city now carries the nickname "Little
New York," a 20th-Century irony since New York City, with its
160,000 or more addicts, was originally named New Amsterdam. But
now O0Old Amsterdam’s Socialist Mayor Ed Van Thijn has proposed a
radical solution to his city’s problem: legalize the drug.

If Van Thijn’s plan is approved by the city council next
month, as expected, some 300 hard-core addicts will be given
heroin free of charge for a one-year trial period. The addicts
now vreceive methadone at four city medical centers or from two
mobile dispensaries in what were once city buses. However, Van
Thijn says the addicts have not managed to curtail their heroin
habits with the methadone substitute. And the free heroin, he
argues, will cut down on crime by eliminating the incentive to
steal. Van Thijn also plans to double the city’s narcotic squad
from 36 to 72. Both steps are important, he says, 'because the
problem created by drug addicts is out of hand.”

The plan faces fierce opposition from the central Dutch
government in the Hague. Justice Minister Frederik Korthals Altes
contends that legalizing  heroin would violate several
international agreements on drug abuse and drug smuggling signed
by Holland. Although the government cannot stop Amsterdam

officials from legalizing heroin, it has several methods of
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thwarting the program——and it plans to use them. Funds for the
city’s heavily subsidized anti-drug programs could be cut off, for
example, and the public prosecutor could take action against any
doctors prescribing the drug.

There is also strong opposition from government officials in
nearby countries, who fear that legalized heroin could be easily
smuggled out of Holland. Ironically, two of them, Britain and
Sweden, are the only Western countries to have tried similar

programs. In both cases the number of addicts increased, largely

because some drug users managed to get doctors to overprescribe

the narcotic, thus giving them enocugh to sell on the street.

Sweden dropped the experiment in 1367 after two years, but Britain
took a different approach. In 1972 it cut the number of doctors
who could prescribe to addicts from 85,000 to 150, all of then
drug-addiction specialists. Prescriptions were limited to
registered addicts--usually in-patients--and tightly controlled to

prevent overprescribing.

Choose the best answer for each item. Circle the 1letter of each

correct answer on your answer sheet.

The text is mainly about i

A. the problem of drug addicts

B. plans to legalize heroin

C. a proposal on drug addiction treatment

D. the international agreement on drug abuse

The word "muggings" (line 7) means :

A. Dborrowing C. drinking
B. deceiving D. robbing

The word "curtail” (line 20) means

A. cut down C. reform

B. show off D. reveal
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phrase "both steps" (line 24) refers to .

giving free heroin and increasing police squads

cutting down crime and controlling the heroin market
providing free methadone and improving more medical centers
reducing the number of drug addicts and controlling narcotic
squads

phrase "in both cases" (line 40) refers to the cases of
smuggling and legalizing heroin in Holland

the legalizing of heroin in Britain and Sweden

the internal and external opposition against free heroin
free heroin programs in Holland and Western countries

word "them" (line 42) refers to

drug users C. doctors

smugglers D. narcotics

According to the text, the heroin sold in Holland is of

A.
B.
C.
D.
Van
A,
B.
&
B.

low quality but is very expensive

high quality and is very expensive

low quality and is very cheap

high quality but is very cheap

Thijn believes that his proposed plan will i
help reduce the crime rate

make methadone more acceptable

get rid of drug addicts completely

effectively stop the narcotics’ trade

Holland has helped its drug addicts by .

A,
B.
C.
D.

treating them until they can quit totally
giving heroin free of charge for one year
providing a heroin substitute called methadone

selling heroin to its addicts with a doctor’s prescription



10.

11,

12.

13.
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The drug programs in Britain and Sweden failed because

A. the programs are opposed by nearby countries

B. there are not enough doctors to prescribe narcotics

C. they cannot control the number of the drug addicts

D. the users take advantage of getting free heroin by selling it
later

To prevent the legalization of heroin, the central Dutch

" government may

A. register all drug addicts and give them free treatment

B. cut the number of drug addiction specialists and limit
prescriptions

C. subsidise more anti-drug programs and encourage the free market
on heroin

D. reduce the budget for anti-drug programs and brings charges
against any doctors who prescribe it.

Which of the following statements is true?

A. Heroin can be bought and sold legally in Amsterdanm.

B. The central Dutch government gives approval on Van Thijn’s plan.

C. Holland is the only country that is trying a herocin program.

D. Van Thijn proposes to provide drug addicts with heroin free of
charge.

Which of the following statement is not true?

A. The idea of giving free heroin is against agreements on drug
abuse.

B. A methadone substitute is totally effective in treating heroin
addicts.

C. It is likely that the mayor’s proposal will get approval from
the city council.

D. At present, the Amsterdam council faces many problems caused

by addicts.
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It can be concluded from the text that Amsterdam is called "Little

New York" because Amsterdam .

A. has as much crime as New York

B. has as large population as New York

C. has as serious many drug problems as New York

D. produces as many narcotics as New York

When discussing the opposition to the Van Thijn’s plan from government
officials in nearby countries, the writer is .

A. optimistic C. broad-minded

'B. sarcastic D. light-hearted
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