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ABSTRACT

The purpose of /this thesis.is to study the production cost and
trade of soybeans in Thailand. The study can be-divided into two parts:-
the description of production and trade of-soybeans and the study of

'soybean production cost, as well as an analysis of the rate of return.

The study of the first part provided the general information
on soybeans :- main producing-zones; pilanting-area; production and prices

and the capability of both domestic and foreign markets.

The second part ‘isva study oﬁ the production cost and analysis
of the rate of return‘of-soybeans.by’sequences.of planting, rainy and
dry seasons, in_the main producing zones, nameiy Chiengmai“and Sukhothai
provinces and Lopburi-Saraburi zone.” The 'data’quoted~in'thisthesis is a
primary data of crop year 1980/81 collected by the Branch of Crop
Production Economics; Division of Agricultural Economics Research, Office
of Agricultural Economics. From the above-mentioned data, tﬁe production

cost and the revenue of soybeans and competing crops were computed and



compared by method of Economic and Farm Management Analysis.

From the study we learned the facts of Both production and trade
of 1980/81 crop year which revealed the influences on productioﬁ cost and
the rate of return of farmers., The rainy season soybean production in
Chiengmai province was found to have the highest production cost and
highest yield per rai. Sukhothai province was found to have the lowest
production cost and yieldsper.fai; while Lopburi-Saraburi zone's produc-
tion cost and yield weredin the middle and gave the hightest profit rate
of return. In similar analysis, it was'found that the dry season soybean
production cost and retumn rate in Chiengﬁai province were higher than
those of Sukhothai province.-Neither of-thém could earn any profitf The -
méin variables influencing production c§$£ §re the increasing prices of
factors of production, wage rates and the dgcline in yield per rai as
well as the inadequate supply of high quality seeds, fertilizer and
Rhiz?bium innocculant.  Furthermore there is the problem of the limitation
of planted area and préduction due to other major competing crops which
gave higher rates ofreturnd.) On'the marketing 'side] thefe are such problems
as :- the price the farmers received for this crops was below the support
price set by the ‘government due to inferior quality, the #ll-fated macha-
nism on export restrictioﬁ helps bring down the domestic price and the

fluctuation in price due to the fluctuation in world and seasonal prices.

From the above-mentioned problems, some measures of recommendation
EN

can be formulated such as efforts should be made to increase productivity



by means of accelerating adequaté supply of seed§, fertilizers and
Rhizobium ; reduce parts of producpion cost by introducing threshing
machine ; extend plaﬁtation acreage by adopfion of cropping systems ;
provide short term credit loans and subsidizing crop insurance program.
The marketing problems can be alleviated by promoting farmer co-opera-
tives, setting up contract farming between farmers and mills proQiding
effective controlling on import and export of grain and its products

as well as providing an effective price_support ﬁrogram and low interate
rate on loéns to merchants who,intend to purchase grain from farmeré.
The author belives that such/measures would be beneficial to the

production and trade of soybeans both for domestic consumption and

export of the country.
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