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ABSTRACT

The thesis has two related aims: to analyse the concept
of bodhisattva and to analyse the process of becoming a bodhi-
sattva or the career of bodhisattva (Bodhisattvacaryg) both in

Theravada and Mahayana scriptures.

In Theravada, Buddhism, the word,k 'Bodhisattva' was firsﬁ
used to denote ., the historical“Buddha before his ‘enlightenment.
During the pscholastic ~movement, the emphasis ,on.Bodhi or the
buddha's all-encompassing knowledge caused the ideal of arhat-
ship appear inferior to that of bodhisattva which finally led to
Buddhahood. Compassion (Karqu) and , Faith (éraddhg or Bhakti)
also received greater prominence in the course of the populari-

zation of the doctrine.



As a result bodhisattva's ideal began to take the place
of arhatship as the final goal of serious Buddhists. The tran-
cendental nature of buddhas and bodhiséttas was developed and
they were recognized as gods with compassion as their intrinsic

nature.

The dideal of achieving 'both the bodhisattvahood and
Bodhi became in the ¢6urse of time established in Mahayana Bud-
dhism, and the original arhatship was reduced to a much 1ower.
plane. The bodhisattvahood became within the reach of all
because Bodhi is the essence r of all beings. The old idea of
arhatship was rejected, and the career of bodhisattva devoting

himself to bodhi and the salvation of 'all was proclaimed.

Once the'ideal of bodhisattva 1s established, the
progress from one plane of attainment to a subsequent higher
plane as described ,in Bodhisattvacarya.;, ,an.originally biogra-
phical narration of the founder, becomes regarded as a
stereotyped nischene, whereby ~ally whe ~aspire Bodhi~, have to

undergo.

We can divide the career infd three phrases : the
preparation to enter the bodhisattvahood, the practice of

Paramita and the congequence of that practice,



In Mahayana Buddhism the details to the career

were added. There were also attempts to systematize the

career 1into developing Bhumi . Actually we can

trace that the bodhi merely an elabo-
ration of Brahmacary5 7 of life practised

by the Buddha and

The concep :\\\ with in chapters

2-4 and the process in chapters 5-8.
The first and the on and the con;

clusion respectively,
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