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ABSTRACT

“"The right to death" . is still a centrovérsy among lawyers.
It is quesﬁionable whether a peréon has a right to kill himself where
he does not desire to live partibularly while he is undexgoihg pain
and.- suffering from incugable /disease, and whethe; a person's life should
be terminated when he is-in a‘coma but stil; alive because of the help
of modern medical equipments. Both kinds of patients are "Hopless
" patients.” What should be ¢onsidered ig whether such persons have a
right to die with dignity; namely, should they have a right to die
natu;ally without mediqél»equipments or shouid ﬁhey have a right to

die withbut\suffering?

g

With sympéthy} dectors may terminate the life of such patients,
a reasonable time‘prior to their natural déath, which' is know as
euthanasia. Doctofs may cease’ applying life~saving equipments or may
poison the patients, or stop feeding'ahd treatment,’however, doctors
have to take a risk both in éivil and criminal action although the
patienté way have given consent. Various states have not yet been up
- to a state of accepting a right to die;'and‘most doctors refuse to
practise euthanasia. This may bring about adverse effects by creating
a burden on;the patient himself, his relatives and the_sogiety as a

whole,



" Althouth "Euthanasia" . is contradictory‘to a right to life;
which is the fundamental right of human beings, abortion, refusal‘
' of-treatment and right of privacy are to a cértaip extent legally
acceptable; euthanasia is_ndt a legal right, but it may be considered
as part of refq;al of tre;tment, namely, a patient's rxight éo refuse ;

‘treatment, or part of a right of privacy. Therefore, Euthanasia may

be classified as one of the exceptions' to the right to 1life.

To sol§e.the'foregoing prpblem,-some states with advanced
-legalistudies énd med;gai gcieqce‘have legallyvreqognized "Evthanasia "
An Eertain circumstaaces that'it will not yield adverse effects to |
the sociefy;ag a whoie)'but subject‘to'certaiﬁ.conditionsJiﬁcluding tﬁe

definition of "Death".

Euthanasgia is,ﬁot'widaly known in Thailand, nevertheless this
tendency is likely to develqp; e is beyong the iegal recogniton; a
doctor practising euthanasia may be subject to a charge of murder.
This study is intended to.expiose the problems of euthanasia, ﬁwnicn
may serve as a.sﬁggestion to” solve the problems-in both civil'and
ceriminal liability of the doctgx:ﬁyaenacting a épecial'legiélation
exenmpting suvch liability in.conmdttihg;euthanasia iﬂ certain .
éirgpmstances wbich do not ‘adversely affect good moral and the,public

~

as a whole,
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