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IDA CHAROENSOOK : AN ETHNOSEMANTIC STUDY OF :CHINESE<THAIS'
URNAMES, THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. AMARA PRASITHRATHSINT,Ph.D.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the criteria used in
forming Chinese Thais' surnames, the meanings of the surnames and the

values reflected in those meanings.

The study shows that the ways of forming a Chinese Thai's

surname. One is to have the r meaning of the original
Chinese surname. This chara ed by certain lexical
items usually :fourdin t : it] _ uyrname. Another way is to

coin a new name without inese surname.

Thirty=-four si the surnames under

the study. They occur w nd in different positions.
Three most significant mea ‘ " : a!' !wealth" and "prosperity”.

The meanings of th ' @ IEnan es reflect some
duc e
stability etc. They highly

significant values : the cllence, wealth
prosperity, power, success,
admire wisdom and educated

niority. They believe not

only in gods and supersia _bei in Taoism, Copfucianism and
Blmddhism, as well. Fidal Alue most is being

a businessmar. m
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