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Thesis Title Development of Paperback Books in Thailand

Name Mrs. Chusri Kalavantavanich
Department Library Science
Academic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the story and the
development of paperback books in Thailand concerning the publish-
ing, the.content, and the related problems.

As the result of research it is known that the paperback
book in Thailand was originated during the reign of King Rama V.
Initially the concept of paperback book production was to publish
books for low income people at the reasonable price. Ixcept for
its cover, the printing, ana tay out of the paperbick books are
more or less the same as the process of hardback book production
even though the numbers togbe produced are limited. For the same
title, hardback cover for certéin numbers were produced, for the
buyers who could afford expensive books. This practicepgis conti-
nued, to a certain extenty, to present time,.

With the importation of western paperbacks and pocket._books,
Thai publishexs have adopted the standard of pocket size, and quali-
ty of paper for the cover, and the attractive design, and then,
improve the productions. However, the concept of paperback book

production as substitute for the hardback cover which cost more,



ER

and with the purpose to make expensive books attainable for the
majority of readers has not yet been widely accepted.

For the contents, the stories of the original paperback
books were taken from Samud Thai (Thai manuscript books). Later on,
stories. written by contemporary writers were published. -After’
that articles and fiction written for megazines were collected and
printed in paperback form., The fiction and non-fiction were in the
different volumes. The study of the paperback books revealed that
much of the contents weresvalmable.  Today besides fiction the
paperback books are also wsed as medium of expression for personnel
ideas and experiences of writers. A mumber of paperbacks contain
the fiction and non-fiction in the same volume.

After the event on the 14th of October B.E.2516, paperback
books were widely used as means of propagating the political opin-
ions, especially by socialist writers. However only one year,from
B.E.2516 the trend was changed from non=fiction inte fiction almost
exclusively.

The important ‘problemsiinithe/ development jof“paperback books
in Thailand are thdt of the production which is only a minor part
of the publishing industry, the lack of technelogical (epecialists
and the high cost of paper and printing supplies which cause the
price of paperback books to be high in comparison with the averagé
incomes of the people; and thereby many who love to read can not
afford to buy paperback books. The other problem is the’ shortage
of writers who know how to write for the majority of the Thai

people who live in an agricultural society.



In order to resolve these problems the Publishers and Book-
sellers Association of Thailand and the National Book Development
Committee of Thailand are invited to use their influence and to

take supporting roles to improve the quality of the paperback books.

The government also should assi the paperback publishing industry,
and reduce parcel post charges, ck books can reach

wider public.
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