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“If a samurai dies with a prayer for his lord’s victory on his lips, he has
done something fine and meaningful,” was the way Musashi would have put it

now. But at the time neither he nor Matahachi had had any sense of loyalty. What

' Tsunetomo Yamamoto. Bushido : The Way of the Samurai, p.11.
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they had been thirsting for was fame and glory, and more to the point, a means

of gaining a livelihood without giving up anything of their own.”
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? Ibid., p.140.

® Ibid., Ibid.
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(Mick Yates, “Miyamoto Musashi,” 2005. [Online] Available from:
http:/Mmww.geocities.com/georgemccall/mid.html?200515 [ 15 March, 2005. ])
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I have found the essence of Bushido : to die! (...) This is the essence of
Bushido. In order to master this essence, you must die anew, every morning and
every night. If you continually preserve the state of death in everyday life, you will

understand the essence of Bushido, and you will gain freedom in Bushido.”

® Tsunetomo Yamamoto. Bushido: The Way of the Samurai, p.13-14.
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The Way of the Samurai was a constant gamble, and a samurai had to

be ready at all times to kill or be killed.’
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“It the same with your so-called courage. Your conduct up till now
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no %spect for human values and life. That's not the kind of courage that makes a

samurai. True courage knows fear. It knows how to fear that which should be

° Ibid., p.139.
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feared. Honest people value life passionately, they hang on it like a precious

jewel. And they pick the right time and place to surrender it, to die with dignity."8
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actions at the a f ‘mindless and devoid of

accomplishment. Fora , it was not enough to jump
blindly into the fray and o all the way, to the brink of

death.’
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® Ibid., p.81.
° Ibid., p.140.
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. Hﬂthen tidies his hair with the

neck throughly, cﬁa

stiletto attached to le sword. Since Sekashusau was not only the master of the

Yagyu Stﬁ ruog dﬁwéﬁﬁ%@ﬁ Wﬂ%ﬁ. intended to look his

best; he hiffiself was nothing bu}a nameless warnor as dlfferent from Sekishusai
Patting his hair and stralghtemng his collar, he felt inwardly composed.
His mind was clear; he was resolved to knock at the gate like any legitimate

12
caller.

 Ibid., p.215-216.
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“In a little while, I'll be dead. What I'm about to say is the truth. | love you,
Otsu. I'd throw everything to the four winds and live out my live with you, if only
...There have been days when | couldn’t concentrate for thinking about
you, nights | couldn’ t sleep for dreaming of you. Hot, passionate dreams, Otsu,

AWy

dreams that nearly drove me mad. Often I've hugged my pallet, pretending it

was you."*
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“But even wh bmy sword and look at it, the

madness evaporaied

-

“The sword is my efuge e my passion threatens to overcome

me, | force myseif b into the world ¢ anship. This is my fate, Otsu.

a

I'm torn betwe e ) raveling on two paths at

once. Yet when @ paths diverge, ariably ma@ge to keep myself on the
right one.”

U Ingningns
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* Ibid., p.514.
*® Ibid., Ibid.



.. He felt her sensitive fingers tighten on his wrist. She was no longer
crying. “I know all that,” she said emphatically. “If | don’t know it, | wouldn’t love

»16
you as | do.
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come intoqgeing, but its moral values and obligations were now,little more than a
aodlerto) Birid i Gtk oot Ak o the fnf bna sient
cer%un’es, the ethics of the military man had been distorted, if not totally ignored,
and now almost anyone who could wield a sword or shoot an arrow from a bow
was regarded as a samurai, regardless of the attention—or lack of it—given to

the deeper meaning of the Way.

" Ibid., p.515.
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The self-styled samurai of the day were often men of the lower character
and baser instincts than common peasants or townsmen. Having nothing but
brawn and technique to command the respect of those beneath them, they were
in the long run doomed to destruction. There were few daimyo capable of seeing
this, and only a handful of the higher vassals of the Tokugawas and the

Toyotomis gave any thought to eatablishing a new Way of the Samurai, which

could become the foundati strength and prosperity.17
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At five feet eight or nine, Takezo was tall for people of his time. His

body was like a fine steed’s: ple with long, sinewy limbs. His lips

were full and crimson, ows fell short of being bushy by

ing w e@e outer corners of his eyes,

rs called him “the child of a

virtue of their fine s
they served to acc
fat year,” and exp t ‘: i hose features were larger

than average. Far it the nickname rtheless set him apart from

dougtindnrreazazasauamisainugssal - sengussiuslauFauwieuliatng

‘Fﬂmumni’ﬂm'mﬁmuﬁmdaﬁi
{

renc_ﬂ to Matahachi, the same
expression could rp\ﬁ been appliedmg him as well. Somewhat shorter and

s 5] 414 g 3 s v o

impression of joviality if not‘.downnght buffoonery His vmment slightly

AR STVA RIS V) s roce

hls"axpense hinged on his resemblance to the frogs that croaked unceasingly

through the summer nights.23

' Jovewrdiluduin,
? Yoshikawa Eiji, Musashi, p. 9-10.
% Ibid., p.10.
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As he talked, the young man concentrated intently on picking fleas off
the animal. Even without the monkey, he would have attracted attention, for both

his kimono and the short red cloak he wore over it were decidedly fancy. His

* Ibid., p.260-261.
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front hair wasn’t shaved, and his topknot was tied with an unusual purple band.
His clothing suggested he was still a boy, but these days it wasn't as easy as it
used to be to tell a person’s age from his apparel. With the rise of Hideyoshi,
clothing in general had become more colorful. It was not unknown for men of
twenty-five or so to continue to dress like boys of fifteen or sixteen and leave

their forelocks uncu'(.25
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He wore o garment and a sleeveless
cloak, clothing to _ ] tly dirty as well. His face

was not so much ' : osure to the sun. Atop his
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% Ibid., p.260.
* Ibid., p. 292.
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Takezo at this momen a{(@'ﬁeﬁg aming, a faint smile on his lips as
visions of his gentle sistej_@ﬁis;_ metown cascaded like a mountain

into his room. *"What a pt ful s under her breath; she

reached out and 1ig htly touched his lips with her fingé
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“I wonder if he's still a virgin,” she mused as she reached out to moved

5 27
his wooden sword.
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7 Ibid., p. 17.
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The instant she touched it, Takezo was on his feet and shouting, “Thief!
Thief!”
Oko was thrown over onto the lamp, which cut into her shoulder and

chest. Takezo was wrenching her arm without mercy. She screamed out in pain.

Ignoring his innocent query, she quickly recovered from her arm injury

and tried to coin the sam neck, cooing, “You don't have to

apologize. Takezo ..." nd softly against his cheeck.
“Hey! What ?" he shouted, shrinking away

from her touch.”
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They em%d hree larg e. OE leaned against Matahachi

and started fondl him in a wa at made Takezo turn his head in

embanaﬁ%ﬂ'mﬂmwmm

. can't walk,” mugmbled Oko drunkenly

; mwapw I o on s

Suider. Once there, she turned to Takezo and said spitefully, “You, Takezo,

you sleep over there, by yourself. You like sleeping by yourself. Isn’t that right?"

% Ibid., Ibid.
# Ibid., p. 25.
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“| told you.I've just become a new man. | stayed in that musty hole for
three years. | read books. | thought. | screamed and cried. Then suddenly the

light dawned. | understood what it means to be human. | have a new name,



Miyamoto Musashi. | want to dedicate myself to training and discipline. | want to
spend every moment of every day working to improve myself. | know now how
far | have to go. If you chose to bind your life to mine, you'd never be happy.
There will be nothing but hardship, and it won't get easier as it goes along. It'll
get more and more difficult.”

“When you talk like that., | feel closer to you than ever. Now I'm

, 4\”/)) man | could ever found, even if |
‘,/..J |

king thin e. "!‘m sorry, | can't take you with

convinced | was right. I've
searched for the rest o '
He saw he

Ilm
me.
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Takézo snapped, “WeII if that's the way you feel, you probably will.” He

|RARUTIIHN TG = =

onée in a while, not physically, but for encouragement. “Com on, Matahachi!

Don't be such a crybaby.”
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“Get hold of yourself! People don't die from diarrhea. Sooner or later
we're going to find a house, and when we do I'll put you to bed and get some

medicine for you. Now stop al this blubbering about dying!"32
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“...Ifaman
be able to do an
name, steal his ¢ ) abeut i utation. Could anything be
more despicable? o
house cat may put ar's ut it's still use cat.
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After firstmavin n wﬁ the animals, he switched
tactics. He howled ﬁksal wild beast. TIWogs grew timid and backed off a little.

But then ﬁ rHeESL@: WVB m Weﬁ}f} ﬂn‘ﬁ'ately spoiled.

Ne he had opened htsomouth and eyes as wide as he I Id and glared--
QAT 6 AR s e
farqenough to touch the tips of his nose, only to become quickly exhausted.
Ransacking his brain, he had resorted again to pretending that he himself was
just one of their number but had nothing against the rest of them. He barked,

even imagined that he had a tail to wag.

2 Ibid., p. 6.
* Ibid., p. 408-409.
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The howling grew louder, the dogs closet to him baring their teeth in his

face and licking his feet.”
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Kojiro stood for a time under a tree, watching grimly. Then, turning to
Akemi, he said with a smirk, “Did you see that? | imagine it made you feel good,

didn't it?" Her face deadly white, Akemi regarded his sneer with loathing, but he

went on. “You've done nothi out how you'd like to get back at him.

Are you satisfied now? r your lost virginity?"35
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.. Kojiro se i mMon t frightening, more hateful, more
evil than Seijuro. Thodgh ‘Seijtiro’ was the of her troubles, he was not a
wicked man He was_net bia a_real villain. Kojiro, on the other
hand, was ge si'people envisioned but a
twisted, perver§ fiend, who, g in the happiness of others,

‘ID*
delighted in standin ‘g by and watchmg them suffer He would never steal or
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.. a man who took pleasure in watching other people die, who watched

impassively while other men staked their lives on causes that were important to

* Ibid., p. 385.
* |bid., Ibid.
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them. Kojiro was no innocent spectator, motivated only by the desire to learn. He
was a deceitful, scheming interloper, always out to ingratiate himself with both
sides, always presenting himself as the splendid chap who wants to help

everybody.37
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“You'd insult the man who taught you?”

“Of course not, but not only was | born with greater than Jisai; | intend to
go farther than he did. Being an unknown swordsman somewhere off in the
sticks is no aim of mine.”

“Do you really mean that?”

“Every word of it.” Kojiro had no compunction about revealing his

ambitions, outrageous thou ordinary standards. “I'm grateful to

Jisai, but being saddled v m a little-known country school
would do me more harm it \ Wpted his, but he didn’t carry

on the Chujo Style. He*Crgate ! \iy - to do the same. My interest-
is the Ganryu Style e Cf Style. One sse days, the name Ganryu will

- [ 1=l o dl = .
989 unnan'luumwmuﬁmu i m@ﬁamwmm‘iﬂ"ﬂmnmqm

m'lmWm..ﬁmuluwmﬁg-lﬁwmnmm? allwdeandn m.,mtﬂunuwuawmme

ﬂ‘ﬂi‘lﬂ Rea ﬂlﬂ %fﬁjﬂ’} W%Wﬁ 'q}ﬂ ‘inmum‘iﬂua
QTR PN ) VR B o

maﬂe something of a name for himself. He talks about his Two-Sword Style, I'm
told. He’s always had a certain natural ability. | doubt whether there's anybody in
Kyoto or Osaka who could defeat him.” He always made it appear that he was

restraining himself from saying more.

(..)

* Ibid., p.408.
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Kojiro laughed and the color rose in his face. “Well, people are blind,” he
said bitingly. “So | suppose some consider him a great man or an expert
swordsman. That just goes to show you how far the Art of War has declined, with
regard to both style and personal conduct. We live in an age when a clever
publicity seeker can rule the roost, at least a far as ordinary people are

concerned.”

“Needless to say, H’y/
himself in Kyoto some

cravenness in his b

rently. | saw Musashi trying to sell

n exhibition of his brutality and

it Ichuou Cravenness is not a
low enough word fo was outnumbered, but what

did he do? He sho I the & arie: ible moment. Considering his
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* Ibid., p.935.
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.. the visitor hadyas leat the use of the truncheon from his father
and had later on picked up'\&‘géhe ' warriors passing through the village.
He left home \‘Aﬂen he was'ﬁ's’é‘jeri( 1 easons of his won” spent his
eighteenth, ni ——— > 1mme scholarly studies. All the

previous year he Bd been ¢ : vﬁ‘» the trees and the mountain

spirits as his only te@cigsr But in the f re he hope to learn the teaching of Kiichi

Hogen, ﬂt%ﬂs%»%@de‘ﬁ ﬁé Wz@ qcﬂn%te the great Yoshioka

Kempo b)'/u:reatmg a style of r}s own, WhICh he had already decided to call the
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osed to work with all his heart and soul
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Not having studied under a teacher, Musashi found himself occasionally at
a disadvantage, but there were also times when he had profited from this. One of his

strengths was that he had never been pressed into the mold of any particular school.

secret techniques. Cr
to define or categori challenged effectively using
‘ conventional styl illed. Jurozaemon had not
antcipated Musashi ka Style, or for that matter at
any of the other K ave Deen taken unawares in similar

n 41
fashion.

Rl

42
later.

mammﬁn%&%n%&%@%ﬂm%u tiuRensredlag

dansmu mma%uua"mmm ﬁim?ﬁﬂﬂu‘iﬁﬂﬂm}& ﬂs‘qu?n‘lnuunmmainuﬂw
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At some point, Musashi drew his smaller sword and statred to fight with both
hands. While the large sword in his right hand was smeared with blood, up to the hilt

“"bid., p.527.
“ Ibid., p.530.
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and the first that held it, the small sword in his left hand was clean. And though it
picked up a bit of flesh the first time it was used, it continued to sparkle, greedy for
blood. Musashi himself was not yet fully aware that he had drawn it, even though he
was wielding it with the same deftness as the larger sword.
fre)
.. If the opponent moved to Musashi’s right, he could bring the right sword
? usashi could shift the small sword in
y thrusting forward, he could pin

fore there was time to dodge,

into play. If the attacker moved

to his left and trap him b -
—_———

the man in one pla@all ‘

attack with the large

came to be formally named

the Two-Sword Te t at this moment he was
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“ Ibid., p.529-530.
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1599
Takezo felt as though he were tanling with a bear. This was the strongest
man he had ever fought. Temma grabbed him by the throat and landed two or three
blows that made him think his skull would crack. Then Takezo got his second wind
and sent Temma flying thr 3 ,// landed against the wall, rocking the
house and everything in‘itAs Ta ‘ +he wooden sword to come down on
T — T —
Temma'’s head, the fri @is feet, and fled, with Takezo
close in his tail. \ \
Takezo w ‘let- Temima escape. That would be
gangerous. His mi ) Nn he was not going to do a
half-way job of killin _' akd absolutely, certain that not a breath of life
was left.*
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“Ibid., p.21.
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As Agon tightened his grip on his lance, Musashi asked, for the sake of form,
“Are you ready now?”

This solicitude drove Agon wild. His muscles were like steel, and when he
jumped, he did so with awesome lightness. His feet seemed to be on the floor and in
the air at the same time, quivering like moonlight on ocean waves.

Musashi stood perfectly still, or so it seemed. There was nothing unusual

;’# ut with both hands, but being slightly
ot s0 &gusly muscular, he liiked almost
casual. The greatest di W— as 1 mhi’s were as sharp as a bird's,

their pupils a clear ¢
Agon shoo _ shake. off the streams of sweat pouring

about his stance; he held hi

smaller than his oppon

g A2
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* Ibid., p.160.
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He walked silently across the smithy and look at Baiken. Adenoids, Thought
Musahi, for the snoring was thunderous. The situation struck him as humorous, and
his face twisted into a grin.

He stood there for a moment, thinking. To all intents and purposes, he had
won his bout with Baiken. It had been a clear-cut victory. Still, tthis man lying here

was the brither of Tsujikaze Temma and had tried to murder him to comfort the spirit

of his dead brother—and adrm for mere freebooter.
Should Musahl e he would go on looking for an
opportunity to take Wand e was doubtless to do away with

him here and now. of whether he was worthing

killing
Musashi po Ing .on what seemed exactly the
right solution. Going t took down one of the blacksmith’s
own weapons. While h ve, he examined the sleeping
face. Then, wrapping a r around the blade, he carefully laid it
across Baiken's neck; he sté;i'b‘eiibal = - d admired his handiwork.*
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i,

With swenth, % race. If he had been an

ordinary man, he whirlpool of confusion and

HU 4 wBndot

succumed. Yet he nse of inadequacy as if it

were no more than ) 1S @ , trol this new exhilaration was

shoulders.

| |'._J,.'l" fl -.f b i
Musashr:go longer §'aW"é great eribefore him. He himself no longer

existed as a separated person. The will to win had b
whiteness of the sr / falling betw himself'and t@other man, and the spirit of
the snow was as light as his own. The pace now seemed an extension of his won

o YR W Ao oo

yet not ther
QPRI REHRN TR ) e
qun’ered toward the start of a movement.
Two lives expired with two strokes of a single sword. First, Musashi attacked
to his rear, and Otaguro Hyosuke’s head, or a piece of it, sailed past Musashi like a
great crimson cherry, as the body staggered lifelessly toward Denshichiro. The
second horrendous scream—Denshichiro’s cry of attack—was cut short midway,

the broken-off sound thinning out into the space around them. Musashi leapt so high
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that he appeared to have sprung from the level of his opponent's chest.
Denshichiro’s big frame reeled backward and dropped in a spray of white snow.

Body pitifully bent, face buried in the snow, the dying man cried, “Wait!
Wait!”

5 47
Musashi was no longer there.

13 a v [ ] 3 ) :“ 4
sewingrcaiiugsiednaning afh

vailarng 1qls uasiAudials wne

theories of the Kyohachi
= |-._,'\".-'I":‘-"fl * -r' . X
had even gonei,gn to create S'K'lisﬁ: eirown. Despite being highly

like Musashi, whghad scetiﬂin the mountains, exposing

himself to the dangqs‘aresented by naw as often as to those presented by man.

To the Yﬂ% r@w’ﬂv\w %}W&ﬁ %ﬂe&}a’*.ﬁ ﬁ with his breathing so

erratic, fac?él ashen, eyes bleary:with sweat ag body covered with gore, was still
2 WP R 19 AR ﬂﬁ*&
W|ta|n range. But he fought on like a god of fire and fury. They themselves were
dead tired, and their attempts to pin down this bloody specter were becoming

hysterical.®

“" \bid., p.456-47.
“ Ibid., p.530.
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Musashi did the unexpected. Instead of proceeding slowing and

cautiously, he strode boldly toward anryu5°, his sword projecting before him,

The wooden s aight ir. With one great kick, Musashi
leapt high, and foldi d i si me to four feet or less.
“Y-a-a-ah! Ird seres the space above him. The

stroke missed, bu ‘ i ugh Musashi's headband,

Ganryu mistogk i for his ‘oppanént's. head, and a smile flitted briefly
across his face. The ngkt instant his like gravel under the blow of
Musashi’s sword.

-;El'"‘r "‘3‘:""')-.‘ 4 -
As Ganmx lay where ‘the ‘land r?‘s, his face betrayed no
i - ;

consciousness ‘0¥ defeat. Bl ES is¥rmouth, but lips formed a

smile of triumph.sm
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“® Robert Friedler, “Book of Five Rings-Water,” 2005. [Online] Available from:
http://artofwar.thetao.info/japan/water.htm [ 25 January, 2005. ]
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The world is always full of the sound of waves.
The little fishes, abandoning themselves to the waves, dance and sing
and play, but who knows the heart of the sea, a hundred feet dozen? Who knows

its depth’?56

*® Yoshikawa Eiji, Musashi, p. 3.
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Thinking that letting Gudo out of his sight again would be fatal, Musashi
decided to follow Matahachi's advice. In the flow of universe time, a man’s life of

sixty or seventy years was only a lightning flash. If in that brief span he was

privileged to meet a man li e foolish to let the chance slip by.

“It's a sacred opportuni Y rs gathered at the corners of his

eyes. He had to follow e 'b if need be, pursue him until

he heard the word

ATV,
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On%lllusashi‘s first visit to the Myoshirﬂthe priest hadéy but kicked him
aQmef}\am&ﬂ/ﬁt%\&Ili%ﬂh@i%lﬁﬂ@oﬂ house?” he
had’I shouted. But Musashi pérsisted, and later, aftér he’d gained admittance,
Gudo regaled him with this verse. And he laughed at him, saying the same thing
he said a few weeks ago: “You're always talking. . . .It's futile.”®

(S

* Yoshikawa Eiji, Musashi, p. 903.
% |bid., p. 904-905.
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Musashi slept wherever he could find a place. When Gudo stayed at an
inn he spent the night either outdoors or at another inn. If the priest and
Matahachi were stopping at the temple, Musashi took shelter under the gate.
Privations were as nothing compared to his need for a word from Gudo.

One night outside a temple by Lake Biwa, suddenly aware of the coming

of autumn, he took a look at himself and saw that he resembled nothing so much
‘ “'#/ t's nest, since he'd resolved not to

&gpe he’d a bath and a shave. His
< @felt like pine bark rubbing

aea o
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as a beggar. His hair, of
comb it until the priest 1
clothes were quick!

against his skin.”
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“Not one thing!” Then angrily: “What have | to tell you? What more have |
to give you? There is only a blow on the head.” He waved his fist in the air but

did not strike.*

® Ibid., p. 903.
* Ibid., p. 902.
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“Please, sir,” he said. His chest swelled and his neck twisted. His voice
sounded like that of a frightened child, attempting to tell his mother something

he really did not want to say. He edged forward timidly.

The priest did not condesce sk what he wanted. His face might

have belonged to a dry-lacgquer A lone stood out whitely, glaring

i | —
angrily at Musashla———‘
“Please, sV‘/

propelling him fo d

ning save the flaming impulse

yowed his head. “One word of

He waited for'w. sen n he was unable to restrain
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Musashi shut his eyes, steeling himself for the blow, but instead of
striking, Gudo drew a circle around him. Without another word, he threw the stick

away and said, “Let’s go, Matahachi.” They walked away quickly.

® Ibid., p. 905.
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Musashi was incense. After the weeks of cruel mortification he'd
undergone in a sincere effort to receive a teaching, Gudo's refusal was far more

‘than a lack of compassion. It was a heartless, brutal. He was toying with a man'’s

life.

“Swine of a priest!”

Musashi glared viciously at the departing pair, his lips set tightly in an
angry scowl. ”//

“Not one thi & words, he decided they were

deceitful, suggesting { ad s offer when in fact there was “not

ou!” He would rely on no

one. In the final analysi VBS Tic :‘ on but himself. He was a man,
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A perfectly round line, no beginning, no end, no deviation. If expanded
infinitely, it would become the universe. If contracted, it would become coequal
with the infinitesimal dot in which his soul resided. His soul was round. The
universe was round. Not two. One. One entity—himself and the universe.

With a click, he drew his sword and held it out diagonally. His shadow

resembled the symbol for “0” [47]. The universal circle remained the same. By

the same token, he himself Only the shadow had changed.

“only the sha: ught w is not my real self.” The wall

wm shadow, the shadow of

against which he had ting hIS
his confused mind
He raised
254 Jﬁ

his lips.

rd. The shadow changed
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“| told you. I've just become a new man. . . . | know now how far | have to
go. If you chose to bind your life to mine, you'd never be happy. There will be
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“He says he's thirty-one, but sometimes | feel like his older sister, he's so silly.”
)
“ ... He says he prefers to wander about the countryside like a beggar, with

only his lice for friends, | think he’s probably a little crazy."73
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