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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the study:

The purposes of this study were (1) to study the status and
problems in the management of wvocaticnal programs in the upper
secondary schools ufider the auspices of the Deopartment of General
Education in Bangkok Metropolis and (2) to study the relevancy

between the ménagement of the programs and the students' needs.

Procedureg:
A —————— W

Tha samples used in this study were 62 school administrators -
31 Assistant Heads of Academic Division and 31 Heads of the Vocational
Programs, and 350 Mathayom five students studying vocational programs.
All were from upper secondary schocls under the auspices of the

Department of General Education in Bangkok Metropolis. Two sets of



multiple - choice, open - ended and rating -~ scale questionnaires
were used for collecting data. One set of the questionnaires was
used for gathering éata from the administrators concerning their
personal status, ways in managing the programs, problems and their
solutions. Another set of tha questionnaires was used to ask
students about their persdonal status, wavs in choosing their programs
and problems, their cpinicns about the management of the programs

in schools and their expectations.

The data were then analyzed by means of percentages, means,

standard deviations and t ~ test.

Regulta:
The main findings of the study were the following:

1. Provision of voecational programs of all schools was
based upon the available resources such as teaghers, tools, and
teéching aids. Theée most popular programs available in most schools
were Commercial Arts and the second rank was Home Economics. All
schools managed_ the programs_ according to patterns provided by the
Supervisory Unit of-the Dapartmant.” Most-schools oﬁerated their
vocational .courses only within their schools. _Although most schools
realized tha importance of vocational training-in the'vocational
training institutions, they could not manage to do it bacause of

many problems.



2. The main problems in managing the programs were
insufficient number of curriculum texts and manuals, the deléy in
distributing those texts and manuals, insufficient facilitiesgs in
workshops and laboratories, insufficient number of tools, teaching -
aids, and vocational teachers, high cost on the part of students,

and sspecially, lacking the vocational.training institutions.

3. Mostof the students chese their pfograms mainly
according to their attitudes and interests. However, the schools
chogs the programs for £hgee who enrolled late. It was found that
45.14% of all the students had problems in choesing their programs
because the very limitited numbér of programs available did not suit
their needs, and they themselveés did not know exactly what vocations
would suit them most. The majority of students would liké to learn
Agricultural Science or, ranked in the second priority, Industrial
Engineering. This was-different-from what-8¢haols had arranged for

them.

+*

4. The difference between the students® opinions about
the management of(the existing programs 'and their expectations was
aignificant in all aspects (pi= .01) —ocurriculum, dteaching and
learning, yocational teachers school guidance land service, tools,
teaching - aids and the vocational training institutions. This
indicated that the management of the vocational programs in the
upper secondary schools under the auspices of the Department of
General Education in Bangkok Metropolis did not suit the students’
needs. All the learning con&itions available were lower thén their

expectations.
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