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ABSTRACT
An analysisgof Mthe Ayutthaya-Lconomic System," the

present thesis was inténded to glive a concise account of its
origins, character as well as development from the year 1893
B.E. when Ayutthaya was established in the reigp of KingU-thong
to the year 2369 B.E.; the ‘year 4n which the Treaty of Burney
'was signed. This expanse-of time merits the attention in

that "the Ayutthaya-Economic System" subsigted without any

change in its structure.

In describing hereupon the origins, the character
and the development of "the Ayutthaya=Edonomic) System,' the
emphasis is given to the duties performed by the King (sstate)
~in economic aspects 'i.€. "the dues collection, [the taxations,
the internal and external trade; theveconomic role and status
of the noblemen, the Royal Family, the monasteries and the
ethnic groups -- Chinese, Westerners, etc -- all of whom form
the "mechanism'" in '"the Ayutthaya-Economic System" %hidh itself

transfer the produce, the natural resorces as well as labour



to the Royal Institution. In addition, special attention was
also given to the base of production and the cultural structure
which constitute the raison d'etre of Mu Baan (village),

the main, stable and fundamental society which contributes

greatly to the firmness of the, System.

As a result of this analytical study, it is found
that "Ayutthaya-LEconomiec System' originated from the River
Agriculture and SuaisEcenomy which form the foundation of
the local culture,sand” from .the Brahman and Buddhist way
of thinking, interacting with the increase in foreign trade
and the commercial relation with' the Chinese individuals
in the 17-19" BLE. fTue Adng (steffe ) call for the produce,
the resources, lebour and money in the forms of taxes, tolls,
and fees. The intefnal trade and the monopoly of foreign
trade was controlled by the mechanism comprising of the
"co~interest group!'--the noblemen, the Royal Family, the
nonasteries and the foreigners, i.e. Chircese and Westerners,
Civilians, binded |the QiPraiisociald] systeul; @ere not
consequently| permitted to play a role in the above-séid
activitids ‘espacinTly=in |thé |[foreipn | thade s T wén tHis reason,
the birth of the '"Middle Class" consisting of the local men
in the Prai System, was doomed. So vehemently was transfer
of the produce, the natural resources and the labour to the
center of the empire withqut feturning the profit £b-the

public in the forms of irrigation and other public utilities.



However, the reaction towards the Social System by prai was
greatly reduced by the Buddhist way of thinlking, by both
the Buddhist teaching and.the rclations bctween the monasteries

and the faithful commoners. In "the Ayutthaya-iconomic

System", it can be said

| /1age community subsists
hou ﬁtation of capital
——

of | producti.on The Market

: t::\*\\\\trading role
\\}\\:\\E ngs brought about

=\

in a self-sufficien

so as to develop t

nconomy was unkn
obstructed. Mor
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