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ABTRACT

The purpose of this Ruseézrch is to'know how local elites’ attitudes,
values and political behaviors had beén. It was seen that local
elites had influence on local people's ddea. If lccal elites was
considerud as the “carriers of the culeure’ m™h. order to develcp THai local
local government, it pfpbably would be successful,

Oﬁe of the main problems of Thai politicél system was that
Thai political sovereignty had been changed at the top among Théi
' elites for a long time. DMost of Thai people were ocutside of Thai
political changéy Democracy.needs . citizen's, political conciousness
so mucah that they have atfempt to fight for poli;ical sovereignty
instead of waiting.for the-mercy of political eliﬁes.

The :esearch éhose local elites in Singhburi province to be
data. 1t conéidered ranks, richness, reputation and persén’s roles
in sdciety to bé ;riteria to identifyAlocal elite ébouﬁIISO persons.
Questionaires on Democratic and Authoritarian crientation were sent
to those locai elites. After the data returned, Likert Scale's

method was useful for varying its in to numbers. These numbers could



(RS

indentify the local elites>7 attitudes on Thai politic. Finally the
numbers were tested internal consistency and then culculated to be
perceﬁtagea

The research found that most of Thai 1ocal‘elites had more
authoritarian political culture than democracy political culture,
High~educated ldcal élites had more Democratic political culture
than low—educa;ed localvelite, but havé liess authoritarian political
vcultdre than low-educatéd local elites. The 1oca1’eli;es who were over
ferty years old, had mafe authoritarian political culture than those
who were not over forty' yeavs, Bureuérat local elites had more -
democratic politiéal culture than non-bureaucrat local elites, but
less authoritarian pelitical culture than non-bureaucrat local

elites.
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