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ABSTRACT

of English language teaching at the secondary education level from
the first curriculum/in B.E. 2438 to the present curriculum in B.E.
2524, This research was mndertaken by means of the historical
method, which included the collection of data from various documents
and textbooks of ﬁnglish curriculum and English language teaching at
the secondary education lewele The result of the study was then

presented in the descriptive form.
The major results of the study were as/follows :

1. About the curricula, 15 curricula at the secondary
education and eggquivalent level were implemented. 7 curricula were
used before the revolution, 6 eurricula were used after the revolution,
and 2 cunricula are used at the present time. The B.E. 2503 curriculum
was the most 1oné lasting curriculum which was used for 17 years.
English was the compulsory subject in every curriculum from the B.E.
2438 to the B.E. 2503 curricula, but after theiB;E. 2518 curriculum

until the present curricula, English became the optional subject.

2. About the objectives, thé initial curricula did not state
their objectives. The B.E. 2454 curriculum was the first to state

its objectives that enabled the students to usée English for ordinary



purposes, and as a preparation for an advanced gburse. The
objectives 1ike these stated in the curricula until the B.E. 2503
curriculum which its objectives had been changed to emphasize

the four skills and the culture of the native speakers of English.
The present curricula's objeétives enable the students to use
English for daily communication in real l1ife. The sﬁecific
objectives which are called learning objectives for each subject.

course have also been stated,

%+ About the-conteants, both before and after the revolution,
the contents emphasized reading, writing, speaking, composition,
translation, précisAand grammar. The contents were separated in
each skill, without'integrating them in each teaching hour, Until
the B.E. 2503 curric#ilum, the emphasis was on the integrated
skills. From the B.E. 2518 curriculum to the present curricula,
the contents were separated into various subject courses. Some
subject courses put emphasis on specific skills and some put_

emphasis on integrated skills,

L, About the time of English instruction, before the
revolution, all, curricula_provided Eng}ish for the most important
subject by fixing the numbers of 'hours more than any other subjects,
except for the.B.E. 2456 _.and the, BoE,. 2464 curricula.that fixed
the time of English instruction with another language subject.

This made the time of English instruction flexible depended on
the ability of each schoole. After the revolution, all curricula
still fixed the numﬁers of hours for English instruction more
than any other subjects, except for the B,E. 2480 purriculum that
fixed the time of English instruction less than the time of Thai

instruction, From the B.E. 2518 curriculum to the present curricula,



the time of English instruction was fixed in period, each period
was equal 50 minutes. The numbers of periods of English instruction
‘depended on the numbers of subject courses which the students

selected.

5. About the methods of teaching and instructional aids,
grammar translation method was the only one method of teaching that
wags used before the revolution. The essential instructional aids
were blackboards, textbooks and bilingual dictionaries. After the
revolution, the method of feaching was direct method and the fixed
instructional aids were peal objects and pictures. Since the B.E.
2503 curriculum, the method of teaching changed from direct method
to audio-lingual method and the dinstructional aids were widespread
in various kinds of audio-yisual aids. At present, there are a lot
of methods of teaching thch are now being used such as individualized
instruction, cognitive code approach, communicative approach, and
eclectic method. Hovever communicative approach is famous and widely
used because it fits the objectives of the present curricula the
most. The electronic instructional aids and activities are also used
in language teaching and learning procedures, because they very much

help the students to practise using English in theirodaily lives.

6. About the textbooks, both before and after the revolution,
.vmost textbooks in the lower and intermediate secondary eduéation A.
levels vere printed in Thailand and they were written by Thai writers
or native speakers of English. But all textbooks in the upper
sebondary education or pre-university level were written by the
native speakers of English and were imported from foreign counfries.

Nowadays, some textbooks in the lower secondary education level



1=

are published by the Ministry of Education and some are published
by private publishers and these textbooks are written by the native
speakers of English. But most textbooks in the upper seconaary
education level are written by the native speakeré of English and
published in Thailand by private publishers. There are very few
textbooks at this level which are published by the Ministry of

Education,

7. About the evaluation, during the initial curricula, the
evaluation of every seeondary education level was entirely done by
the Department of Edueatione The evaluation was presented in the
form of individual marks, After the B.E. 2456 curriculum the Ministry
of Education decentralized the evaluation authority to schools and
teachers by letting them evaluate the students at every level by
themselves, except for mathayom suksa 3, 6 and 8 which the evaluation
was in the authority of the Ministry of Education. The evaluation
was presented in the form of percentage. The Characteristic of the
tests was the Subjective Test which needed written answers and aimed
at evaluating the knowledge and memorization of the studenfs. The
evaluation procedures remained the ‘same until the B.E. 2503 curriculum.
Then it was changed to the evaluation by marks collected between the
Year and ‘at ‘the end of the year. The schools evaluated the students
at every level by themselves, except for mathayom suksa 5 which was
still evaluated by the administration of.the Ministry of Eduqétion.
The characteristic of the tests was the Objective Test like multiple
choices or true-false type which still aimea at evaluating the
knowledge and memorization of the students. The evaluation was still
presented in the form of percenfage. After fhe B.E. 2518 to present

curricula, the evaluation was done for each subject course.



The schools and the teachers evaluated the students at every level
by themselves and the evaluation is now presented in the form of
grades. The characteristic of the tests is the Objective Test like

multiple choices which aims at evaluating the knowledge, comprehension

and application of the students.
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