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THESIS TITLE : The Role of the Chinese in Thai Economy, Society and
Art from Rama I to Rama IV

NAME . : Miss Mullica Ruangrapee

DEPARTMENT : History '

ACADEMIC YEAR : 1975

ABSTRACT

This research is an attempt to examine in detial all the
material concerning the Chinese during the early Bangkok pericd in
order to study their role and influence in economy, society and art
of Thailand. This work also discussesthe real motives of Chinese
immigration. ‘ v

This thesis is devided inte 4.chapters
Chapter I  deals with the Chinese's role and influence in Thai

economy society' and’art/during the Sukhothai, Ayuthaya
and Thonburi perdods. .

Chapter II focug?bn the Chinésels role in Thai economy in the
early Bangkok period from the reign of King Rama I
to the reign of King Rama IV.  The government policy
in foreign trade expansion and the Chinese's transaction
in assisting the Thai government in foreign trade have
also been discused.

Chapter III is concerned with the stability of Chinese.society, the
government policy in controling the Chiﬁese'immigrants
and the Chinese influence in Thai society.

Chapter 1V discus;fthe government policy in employing the Chinese
artisansgand the Chinese influence upon Thai art
especially in painting, architecture and decoration.

In conclusion, the writer wifsHes to §+atg. that the Chinese have
grear role and. influence wpon Thaireconomy, society and art. | 'The
government policy andzgkactriSe of slavery in Thai sbéiety are mainly
responsible for the steady increase of Chinese influence in Thai-
land. The writer beleives that it is unwise that the Thai govern-
menti n early Bangkok period decided to hire the Chinese as assistants

in almost every branches of Thai economy.
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