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CHALAPAN UPAKIT : THE ROLE OF CHIANGMAI'S LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE CONCEPT OF CIVIC JOURNALISM. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR PIRA
CHIRASOPONE, Ph.D., 186 pp. ISBN 974-17-1085-2

The objective of this study is to examine whether daily newspapers in Chiang Mai play their role in accordance
with the concept of civic joumalism. The study is divided into three parts: 1) the analysis of the content of Thai News and
Chiang Mai News newspapers which were published du J nuary 31 December 2001, totaling 730 issues; 2) the
survey of opinions of a total of 73 civic leaders in CI

The research has the following findings:

1) Based on the analysi r \ i  { Nspapers. much emphasis is given to

issues at the provincial > interest of the main audience. Issues that

-depth interviews with 25 civic leaders.

were consistenthys .' i ) airport, and the problem regarding
w‘ and were not main headlines in the
fict or community levels, particularly those in

the more remote areas. ilegto i i um for people at the local and grassroots

levels.

2) Asfaras public parti i S 1, the-ocal articipate only as occasional informants.
For those who have ha inity to be a ly i ed with the papers, they are mostly civic

) L — : o

leaders, opinion leaders or famom . Thi ws that the general public lacks a chance to voice
their opinion or to setan ageﬂﬁarésaﬂ pro oms.

3) One of the ic role also stems from the people
sector themse v ~ knowledge about how to access the

media, news andﬁy relations - a ¢of trust in ﬁlocal newspapers. On their part, the

local newspapers face the following impediments — way of thinking,and belief in agenda-setting strategies,

overt reliance and us‘oﬂtam types of news sélurées, perspectives on impact of news that use the same

4) In oﬁ%e@c@:ﬁ cgJ: I]ha:én ﬂat?éjfo’r.lcafllegpapers it is essential that a
definition of civic journalism that is ‘ppropnate for Thailand be constructed first. It is also of equal
q i B A o v
q local communities. Furthermore, educational and academic institutions, local newspapers, private
businesses, and the public sector all need to show their good will to the community by promoting the

knowledge about civic journalism in the most rapid, insightful, and succinct manner as possible.

Department.........

Field of study

Academic year....... 7.8 [0} ——————— Co-advisor signature................ e SN
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