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ABSTRACT

‘The objectives of ghis thesis are, firstly to study the cost
and réturn of strawberry plantation,both Tioga vériety and 0ld variety,
- and secondly to study the cost and return of strawberry plantation of
the Hil%tribes, to replaée opium poppy plantation under the auspices of
Northef;IRoyal Project. The research was conducted on cross-seétional
.basisfduring 2524-2525 crop Year. The selected areas are located on
~ Tambon Changpuek Amphur Muang and Tambon Maesa Amphur Maerim, Changwat
Chiagmai for former objective and Doi Inthahon,Amphur Jomtong, changwat-

Chiangmai for the latter one. The scope of study ranged from the method

of cultivation to/channel of distribution.

The data were collected from both primary and secondary sources.
The primary data were obtained from‘guestionaire and interview survey
while the secondary data were obtained from previous :academicC researches

and official documents. These data made possible an analysis of cost



and return of strawberry plantatiqn of Tioga variety compared with fhe
cost and retgrn.'of 61d variety plaﬂtation and an analysis of cost:sand
return of strawberry plantation of the Hilltribes compared with opium
farming, Further more the problems of strawberry‘plantation of lowland

farmers and highland farmers are also investigated and presented

In lowland plantation, we found the yeild per rai of the Tioga
variety is around 2,683 kilogrammes. The total inves;ment and revenue
per rai are about 45,380 baht,and 77,000 baht respectively. This brings
about a net pmofit of 31,620 Dbaht of 69.68 % 6f tofal investment. For 01lad
variety, the yeild per rai is Qround 2,400 gilogrammes, the total invgstment
and revenue per rai are about 23,400 baht and 24,876 baht respectively. This
brings about a net profiticof 1,476 baht . or 6.31 % of total investment.
The resulf indicated that the return on Tioga Variety piantation is better

than that on the 01d variety plantaion.

In the case of the Hilltribes' plantation we found that the yeild of
strawberry plantation per 3/4 rai is around 1,935 kilogrammes. The total
investment and revenue per 3/4 rai are about 28,677 baht and 54,381 baht
respeétively. This produces the net profit of 25,704 baht or 89.63 % of
total investment. While the yeild per rai of opium farming is about 0.37
kilogrammes, the. total .investment and. revenue.are about 2,000 baht and
2,775-6,937.50.baht respectively. This produces the net profit of

775-4,937.50 baht or 38.75-246.88 % of total investment.



Traditionally, Qpium.farming‘and opium addictness have
been passed on from generation tovgeneration among the Hilltribes.
In the past, opium used tobeacash crop. The Hilltribes earned
much inc;me from ehgaging in such occupation, thus, it seems to be
a @ifficult task to have them change from that tradition. Fortunately
ffbﬁ this sﬁudy we found that strawberry plantation brought-about
higher income than opium farmingf In addition, unlike opium,
enéaging in this kind of éccupation is legal. Thus, these will be
incentive for the Hilltribes to replace opiﬁm farming with strawbefry
‘ plantaﬁibn. Consequently, opium cultivation has been decreased
. substantially. Probably, the Hilltribes will eﬂtirely quit f;om such

inherited cccupation in/the near future.

From the study it was found that major problems in strawberry
plantation of lowland farmeré are expensive daughter plant ., pests,

uncertainty in market price and inconvenient transportation to market.

'ReCommendafions for strawberry plantatidn of lowland are as follow.

1. The farmers should propagate their own daughter plant in order
to dgcrease the-cost 0of jplantation.

2. Governﬁent‘should help support strawberry farmers b& providing
technical knqwledge suchy, as cultural'techniques,pest control, handling
and packéging. | ‘

3. Straﬁberry farmers shouid establish a center or cooperative
"in order to help each other on the technical sidé as well as have setter
bargaining power.

4. Govermment should permit strawberry farmers to lease certain

vacant area for strawberry cultivation with low rent.



Major problems encountered in strawberry plantation of Hilltribe
farmers are insufficient attention, language barrier and inconvenient,
transportation.

Recommendations for problems in strawberry plantation of

Hilltribe farmers are as follow.

1. For the effective extension engaged in the programme

promotion, government should increase the number of officials.

2. Suitable containers of strawberxry should be designed for

transportation from remote areas.
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