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Thesis Title Common Elements in Phra Malai Story in Folk
TLiterature and Phra Malai Khamluang.
Name . Miss Watana Na-Nakorn N
‘Thesis Advisor Professor Prasert WNa-Nagara, Ph.D.
- Associate Professor Saksri Yamnadda, Ph.D.
Department Comparative Literature

Academic Year 1982
ABSTRACT

The purposeé of &his thesig is to present the commoh
elemaﬁts in phra Malal story and Phra Malail Khamluang which w111
reveal the relationship between the twe versions, and analyze
how folk literature elevated itéelf ‘to developéd literature, and

_also tiy to use Stith Thompson's Motif Index to classify the
motifs of Phra Malai story in order to see the relationshiﬁs
with the international motifs.that Stith Thompson had been

bl

coliécted.
‘Most o? thé'manuscripts and palmsleaves, found in the
central pért of Thailand were writteﬁ in ancient- languages, and
some of |then Hata 41 ¥eady Beéeh (translated dnto Tha;:\'The
analytical and crltlcal study of these data were made in the
following aspects : content, form and poetic technlque hy u51ng

the criteria of che Literary Club that was founded in the relgn

‘of Xing Rama VIi.

The Finding is that the common elements of the two versions

are in religious ideas based on Buddhist doctrine, in traditional



»,

rites and in arté. Phra Malai story becomes developed,
literature or Phra Malai Khamluang because of the poetic
tecﬁniques especially in choosing the beautiful and meaningful
alliteration throuzhout the stor%. Begldes this, s8tith

Thompson”s fotif Index can be applied to Phra Malai story, -

Further studies of Phra Malai story may involve a
psychological interpretation ?f the symbols used, a study of
their tranemission, and a coméarative study of motifs which
will be useful to folklorists both in Thailand and other

countries.
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