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Thesis Title. VH.R.H.Prince Naradhip Prabandhbongs! Version

of the Rubaiyat of Hakim Omar Khayyam®

Name. Mrs., Kusuma Raksamani Department. Thai

Academio.feaf-.l969

Abstract

The purpesesof  this thesgis is to provide a descrip-
tive study of H,R.H, Prince Naradhip Erabandhbongs} ;aiuﬁﬁﬂ
2898270 Tﬂm; At { (The Rubaiyat of Hakim Omar Khayyam),
with references to the Prince}s biography and his literary
works, the Rubaiyat in 3ts primary sense, Xhayyam and his
celebrated ii’iubaiyat—', including critical remarks made by
various scholarses The writer presents historical evidences
on the translatiens of the Rubaliyat of Omar Khayyam, espe-
cially Fitzgerald!s English. trafslation which is found to be
generallycloge to Prince Naradhip7s version. As the Prince
merelystated +hat . his- work, was, a, poetical~translation of
Englishipoems without giving any ildentification, the writer
of this thesis thoroughly examines all available English
versions and finglly is convinced that the first and second
editions of Pitzgerald's version are in all probability the

origin of the Prince's version. The writer discovers that



the Prince's version is not a direct translation of Fitaz-
gerald?s though they reveal the seme egsential features of
content: KhayyamYS idea of the transitoriness of existence,
the cruelty of TFate, the ignorance of man, and his epicurean
hedonism, The part entitled }éhsswnﬂ@uginﬂﬁmy is probably
the PrinceTS own creatbtion based ©n Buddhist attitude which
is similar fto sone of Khayyam}s philosophy. In this thesis,
the overall structurc.of the Prince?s version and his tech-
nique of translation are aﬁalysed. A glossary of names and
peculiar terms used in  the PrinceTs version 1is slso provided.
The interpretation of Khayyam;s concept of life and his be-
liefs varies in different transglations. 1t is premature to
come to the conclusion that we weally understand Khayyam;s
mind, For example, in One ftranslation we find him as g belie-
ver in the existence of Heaven and Helly but another tran-
slation revealsg bhis satirical remarks about them, One point
of Khayyast view sharcd by every translation is that it Is
advisable to. be, ad virtuous .as possiblc.. This thesis finally
provides 3 ‘gppendixes ‘dealing with “the PrinceTé prose tran-
slation of, the.llubaiyats an aid 44 %he transliteration and
pronunciation ‘of Persian words in the thesis, agnd a brief

history of Persia gnd Persign literature.
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