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ABSTRACT

~ It is the aim of the thesis to edit\anﬂ conduct a critical

siudy of Dantadhatunidhand, & Pali text composed in about B.E. 1860
in the reign of King Chayasongkhram of Lanna Thai by a Buddhist monk
whose name is unfortunately unknown.  The topic is adopted on tho
ground that the Dantadhatu, or the Sacred Tooth Relic of the Buddha,
occupies a unique plaée in the nationgl faith of not only Sri.Lanka,
.but also of Thailand. It is to be noted that Thailand has acquired
8 nunber of duplicates of this Sacred Tooth Relic and has ﬁeposited
them in msny monasteries throughout the kingdom, notably at the

- Borom Banphot (Paramsa Parvgta) or the Golden Mount ‘of Wat Srakes,
where a celebration_ is annually held in the full moon night of the
twelfth iuna? month starting glmost a ‘century ‘ago.

Eleven menuscripts of Dantadﬁztnnidﬁ;na in Khom and Mon
characters are employed in eQiting the text, after which @&
translation ié prepared and the context and form analyzed. It is
found that the text was composed by a Buddhist monk in the reign

of King Chayasongkhram, basing it on the text Dathavamsa of



Dhammakitti Mahathera of Sri Lanka, but with many innovations
added to the contents.' The Pali language used in the present text is
generally standard but there are several passages characterized
by a peculiar order of words similar to that in the Thai language.
With respecte to the proeody employed, five‘meters are dominating,
namely the Pathizvatta Chanda, the ﬁzlini Chanda, the Upendavajira
Chanda, the Va?eattha Chanda and the Saddhara Chanda. The text
describes the establishment of Buddhism in Lanka and the acquieition
of the Sacred Tooth Relic from Kalinga Kingdom in India into Sri .
Lanka. The text is notbonly an important iiterary work of !herauzda
Buddhiem, it is also highly wvaluable historically rich with numerous
legends. | '
_ s

It is further suggested that the next research to be conducted
in connection with the present thesis is on the Nalatadhatuvamea
and the Boahivamaa. The’Nalatadhatu is held by Buddhists to belong‘°
to the same category of Navippakinnadhatu as the Dantadhadu and
manuscripts of this Nalatadhatu are kept in the Mandiradhamma Pavilion
and the National Library. Besidea, ‘as the Sacred Bodhi Tree is
discussed in the present’ text, the Bodhivamsa may be as well a worth-
. while future topic ef'research whereas manuscripts ©f this text can

-

also be found in the!National Library.
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