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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thes'is is te study the preblems of the
justification of civil disebedience, Civil disebedience is defined
as an action that happens in . the democratic society. The objecfives
of civil disobedience are te protest or to re§ea1 the laws, policies,
 and other activities of the government. The civil disobedience is
concerned as the |last -resort -te change all of fhe injustice in
socigty. The civil disobediéné gries to find thevfeascns>to supoort
that their actions or what they have dohe,are justifiable, Besidés,
they should have hicher obligation to seme principles higher than

the luaws of the government,

From the analysis it ‘s ‘feund ‘that 'there are’ two parties:
one party beiieves that civil disobedience is justified; another
party believes that civil-disoﬁedience is not justified. The
reasons to support that civil disobediehce is justified are based
on these principles: the principle of justice of the law and

other principles such as the Higher-Law and Utilitarianism.



Although the civil disebedient have sought some reasons
basing on the principleé, the principles.themselvés still have
some weak points, Eyen though the civil diseobedient always refer.
to the justifiable principles, it does not mean that all eof
their actions would be correct in all situatibns. Even in some
situations those princibles are_stili too broad because the

principles do not speclify when, where, and how they should be used.

Democracy is the'sysfemAin which the peoplevhave the righfs
fo cogrect or to change the laws, policies, and other unjusf
actions in their society. If the people use their rights to do so,
the actions could be legale However the actions of the civil
‘disobedient are illegale. Although, the civil disobedient try to find
some reasons to support their actions, there are some éonflicts in

those principles; The conflicts could:be illustrated as follow:
1, The principle of justice of Taw.

According to this principle, civil disobedience is stated
as an illegal action ‘because theredare no laws te change illegal
actions to legal lactions. If the laws allow illegal actions, the

laws would be unjust;
2. The principle of the Higher-law.

Concerning this principle, there are several queétions such
as how this principle commands, who is to know this principle and how
this principle is used. Besides, there are some groups of people who

oppose the idea of using this principle. They have pointed out that



the people who use the principle of the higher-~law only use their
own judgement in~interpfeting>the meaning of the laws: If different
groups of people ﬁse their own judgement, there would be no criteria
of justificatione Moreovér, the reasons of the higher-law are too
abstracte The higher-lawiis regardedas another principle which is

not the principle}of the law, If the principle of law is accepted

as the only principle of the conducts of tHe people, other principles
must be wronge In conclusion, the probiems of using the higher-law

involve epistemological and specific situation problems;
3¢ Utilitagdandsm,:

Even though some pecple justify civil disobedience on the
utilitarian principle, there are some errors. The first one is the
problem of the fair distributidn.of‘happiness. Evén if.people know
what is the greatest or what is the least pain, it is difficult to
define the greatest happiness of the greatest number, Another
problem in basing thié justification oﬁ utilitarianism is the
problem of‘criteria, because those people aiways find some excep—-
tions. If there are more and more exceptions, the law will be
unreliable, The third problem is morality. The people who use this
principle are more concerned with the consequence 'of the actions
than moral coﬁsciousness. When moral consciousness is neglected,
civil disobedience will also be rejected. The last problem deals
with Act and Rule Utilitarianism. The Aét Utilitérianism accepts

violence in some situations while the Rule Utilitarianism_wouldn'£



allow any violence or violation ef the laws at all,

Bentham, one of the utilitarians, agreed that people
should haQe freedom, especially in economic¢s and that freedom
1éq to capitélism. Still, the society of capitalism could not

provide economic equality in the society.

¢

In short, civil disobedience may happen in the democratic
society and somethimes there are reasons for those actions, But
after a careful amdlysis, some errors are found and the invalidity

of their reasoning can be pointed out,
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