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3 0 s
B ood 41709IRIMNNBITON © WY ebm "...Foreign Trade was
placed underithe contrely of the Prak'ldangromjiinisten-of pthe Treasury
and Finange, and most of the business came ultimately to he transacted

by him, or by one of‘ his suberdinates acting on behalf of the king,

‘ The king himself was thus the principal import and export merchant in
the country. The result of this was not so inconvenient as it would
be in a modern state, since all the revenues of the country were, in
any case, the personal property of the King, not by meking large direct
profits through trading, he was presumably able to mangge with a

propehr‘binonately smally amount of revenue derived from taxation..."
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George Finlayson; The Iﬁission to Siam and hue’, (London:
‘John Murray, Albemarn-Street, MDCCCXXVI) p.170 |
" 5. The Aking, and his. ministers insiét in (the priwvilége of
purchasing, before any permission can be granted to trade. They sent
" to demand musters of the articles imported and affix their own price
- for such as they w:.sh to purchase... It may be readily conceived
that ne subject will dare to offer a higher price than that which

~ has been tendered by the king and his ministers..."
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