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ABSTRACT

The present Qork is, the result of the study and careful
comparison of slavery as it -appears in the Buddhish Theravada
Canon, Manavadharmaéastra end the Law of the Three Seals. The
thesis aims at the study of the categories of slaves, the status
of slaves, the protgction afforded to slaves and the termination
of slavery status. It is the purpose of the present researcher
to ascertain tﬁe influence .0of idea on  slavery-as.recorded in the
Theravada Canon and the Manavadhafmaéastra on the Thai Law of

the Three, Seals.

In this research, data were carefully collected from the
three major sources, namely, the Theravada Canon, the Manava-
@harmaé;stra and the Law of the Three Seals and also from the
Rgveda, Mahabharata and other relevant commentaries written by Thai
and foreign scholars. It is found that the main idea respecting

slavery is the same in the three sources, with minor variations.



The names of the categories of slaves are found to be derived
from the direct causes leading to slavery. Thus, slaves born

of parents who are themselves slaves or slaves who once were
prisoners of war will come under categories whose names are
similarly‘formed. Minor variations exist, but not very signi-
ficantly. On the other hand, classification of slaves is not
indentical. Thus the Theravada Canon'divides slaves into four
categories, the MEhavadharmaé&Stra and.the Law of the Three Seals

divide them into sevens

All the major texts agree that slaves are virtually the
property of his masters, without any personal freedom. A slave
may be given to any one at will. A slave may be punished if he
has done wrong. It should be moted that the Theravada Canon
shows better leniency to slaves than'the M;navadharmaégstra and

the Law of the Three Seals.

All the three sources agfee that the ‘master must give
enough food to his slaves. In addition, a slave is entitled to
proper care when sick, 'The master cannot disown slaves in the
time of famines 'The Manavadharmaésstra and the Law of the Three
. Seals are in complete agreement that a slave may be punished but
§an never, be put to dgafho The master cannot-haveintimate
relation with a female slave against her will, The texts go on
to say that a slave girl‘will.regain her freedom if the master

marries her.

The three sources agree that slavery will come to the end
if the master is kind enough to grant him freedom. A slave can

also become completelj free if he can afford to redeem himself.



In addition, it is specifically stated in the Theravada Canon
and in the Law of the Three Seals that a slave will also regain
freedom if he is ordained a monk in the Buddhist Order. This

freedom from slavery will remain with him even when he resigns

from the Order and becomes a layman again.
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