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ABSTRACT

The Thesis iB al critical study of James' metaphysics and
theory of knowledge whigh makes his philosophy known as YRadical
Empiricism'. It was found out that James differs from the old
Empiricism because he claims a real relationship between things,
while the empiricists show & tendency to do away with the rela-
tionship between thingses For damesy this world is a world of
experience with a pluralistic nature. Man undergoes experience
like a stream consisting of things_and its relations. Then,
human mind can single out any part_ of ‘experience in order to
form a concept in the expedient way for.his livings, In addition,
for James thing and ‘thought, are .not d&fferent but both are '"pure
experience" that plays different roles i.e. "knower" and "the
known". 3By the same token, there is no substantive soul that
dictates human actions. What really exists is a stream of
"consciousness" in flux, Secondly, James accepted religion and

supernatural phenomena as direct, real and useful human experiences.
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There exists a private world of subconsciousness in human beings
that guides and improves human destiny. This also makes James
radical from the other empiricists who cannot prove the exis-
tence of God in term of human experience or believe that God is

beyond an approach of human eXxperience.

The suggestions for further research are to study
another pragmatists that ecome after James to see Pragmatism's
development and to make @& comparative study of James and Deweys'!
philosophy to understand the Reconstructionism which might serve
as a primary study of Thai philosophy of education of the present

time,
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