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ABSTRACT

This study was undertsken asian effort to study the
ability in understanding diseourse markers and reading comprehension
of wniversity freshmen. The overarching purposesof the study
was the exploration/of the relationship between understanding
discourse markers and reading comprehension. The subjects used
in the study were three hundred and fivs university freshmen
who enrolled 'in Foundation English' course in fourluniversities
in the .second.semester.of.1980-1981 . academic year.  Two tests
were devised in an attempt to measure the understanding of
discourse markers and to measure reading comprehension ability.
The two tests were administered in 60-minute session. A pilot
study had been conducted to determine the amount of time needed
to complete the test as well as to determine the general feasibility

of the study. The data were calculated to determine the arithmetic
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1. The simple correlation coefficient between under-

2. The percent fethe st mean score of the

understanding discourse was 3¢ \\
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