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Thesis Title Effects of Verbal Threat, Surveillance, Time,
end Sex of the Child on Kindergarten

Children's Obedience

Name Migs Boonseab Jotisangasa
Thesis Advisor Assistent Professor Yothin Sansanayuth, Ph.D.
Department Psyehology |
Academic Year 1982
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was te exemine the effccts of

verbal threat, surveillance, time, and sex of the child on
kindergarten childrent!'s obedience,

The subjects were 32 boys and 32 girls in Kindergarten I
in the academic year of 1980 from Laor-Utis School., The children
were betwee; four years and) tuo monthis<old tol'four years and nine
months old,

The 'researehn dnstrument| consisted of:

1. 'Two boxes, one of which was a card box which was 8:
inches wide, 10 inches long and 8inches high and had no 1id,
containing 300 marbles and another was a white wooden box which had
a 1id with a hole on top, big enough for inserting only one marble
at o time. The second box was 12 inches wide, <12 inches long and 18

inches high., The two boxes were placed about 18 metres apart.



2. Four kinds of toys. They were a girl doll, a battery toy
dog, a battery toy duck and a toy car,

The researcher observed the children's obedience to the
adult's command through one-way mirror, /The four experimental
conditions were as followss

1o The first condition (The adult gave no verbal threat
and kept no surveillance)

2+ The second condition (The adult gave no verbal threat
but kept surveillance)

3. The third condition (The adult gave verbal threat but
kept no surveillance)

4o The fourth conditiefi (The adult gave verbal threat and
kept surﬁeillance)

Each subject was-required to-participate-irl only one
experimental condition &nd was treated individually. In each
experimental condition each subject was treated individually for
6. mimutes. The treatment was divided into 3 intervals, each lasting

for 2 minutes. The first interval took the first 2 minutes;, the
second interwel ‘took ‘the, second 2 minutes; and .the third interval
took the third 2 minutes. The procedures of data analysis were
two-way analysis of variance, repeated one-way analysis of variance,
and the Newman-Keuls'! method for testing differences between groups.

The research results were as follows:

1. In the situation that the adult kept no surveillance,

the children were more obedient to the adult's command when the



at .05 significant level.

2, In the situation that the adult kept surveillance, the
children were more obédient to the adult's command when the adult -
gave verbal threat than when the adult gave no verbal threat at
.05 significant level.

3. In the situation that the adult gave no verbal threat,

the children were more obedi€nt to the adult's command when the
adult kept surveillance than when the adult kept no surveillance
at 01 gignificant level.

4o In the situation that the adult gave verbal threat, the
children were more obedients to the adult's command when the adult
kept surveillance than when the adult kept no surveillance at .05

significant level.

5. In each experimental condition the children were obedient
to the adult's command/as follows:

5.1 The first condition (The adult gave-no verbal threat
and kept no surveidlance) the.children in this study-during the
first interval were more obedient to' the adult's command than during -
the second.and the third intervals at, +01 ,aignificant devel., But
their obedience to the adult's command during the second and the
third intervals was not statistical significantly different.

5.2 The second condition (The adult gave no verbal threat
but kept surveillance) In this study the children's obedience to the
adult's command during the first and the second intervals was not

statistical significantly different, there was no statistical

« e ' ~s o~



adult's command during the second and the third intervals. However
the children were more obedient to the adult's command during the
first interval than during the third intepval at .05 significant
level,

5.3 The third condition (The adult gave verbal threat
but kept no surveillance) .&nd

5.4 The fourthicondition {(The adult gave verbal threat
and kept surveillance)

In these studieg the children's obedience to the
adult's command during the first,. the second and the third intervals
was not statigtical significently different.

6. In each experimental condition,.there was no statistical
significent difference|in their obedience to the adult's command

between the girl subjects and the boy subjects.
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