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vse 1 hdve heard from my agents of Singapore
who stated to me that at. least 30 shlps of Amerlca
visit the same port. But I am sorry that the Ame-
rican vésséls do not visit/ Siam Sometime. ~There-
fore I beg to ask you for my a single purpose(in-
strument.of.printing on ,stone) with all_its compli-
‘ment or implement, (Will you pléase tol obtain) for
me one from your country? Please write me soon

by overland let me know how much prices would re-
quired for it if loss than § 200 Dollars then I

o
George Coedes, The Vajiranana National lerary of Siam

(Bangkok: Bangkok Time Press, 1924), pe(33)



i =
must-request solicit you to advance for me & put
in certain ship which you know that would be bounded
to Singapore and you write information to me first-
ly denoting the name of ship & captain to me with
the values of articles. Then I will return my or-
der to me agent of Singapore to wait upon the same
ship of America & pay the prices immediately as
soon as the ships would sail away safely without
any delay or detain for money. Will you please to
comfort me in this my eager desire ?  But I have no
one agent in Chinma where American ships visit con-
tinually I canno® pay for things that were saif but
the names that were dost by piraters of China as I
know that all ships have the securities or assurints
who might pay for lost at occean wherefore do not
send me articles which I ‘order you by hand of Mis«:
sionaries or other who would land on China or Chi-
nese shore as I know ‘that there are many more pira-
ters who spoil foreign wvessels wvery often but in
Singapore there will be not any calamity/ for protec-
tion of English government & I have faithful agents
thereon too whérefore I wish you to send me ofdered
things to the same port, 1 beg to denote the name
of my agents of Singapore, to whom, you may.address
to care your. detters for me or deliver your articles
to be present or sell to me per ship visiting the

same) port,

My Chinese agént of Singapore named thus Tan

Tock Sing Esquire or kongsee.

My English agents named thus Messrs., Hamilton

& Grey & Co. Singepore.

Please write answer to me for this my request
as very soon as possible I am earnestly desirious

of obtaining the Lithographic press which have hear@
that of England. '

’
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fa

«ss I beg to inform you my most anxiousity or
eagér desire to have one of lithographic press or
other kind of press recently invenfed by which let~
ters can be printed sooner than common typical press

although letters are not very fine.

If their prices less than # 200 D,B, I shall
be glad to take by order to my agent of Singapore
which you put such things in any faithful vessel.
shipping to Singapore and delivefed to my agents,
they will pay for it immediately. But 1 can aeeept
such things which would carried to China where most
American vessels gontinually wisit, as I have no
agent at the same § there’are much more calamities

for pirates.

My English agents named Hamilton & Coe of .1.

Singapore. My Chinese agent of the same port named
"Tan Tock Sing"

I have the honour to be your since & true
friend expecting your reply to these my Trequests

very soon by overland,
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hold an exhibition in celebra-

‘reigned fifteen ‘years, the
momentous.- question of a
désirable ‘site arose., Two
n factors which then presented, themselyes
e ; one, a good site ; two, a site within easy

>ss of the eity. Now, Hig|Majesty had -

sented as a Royal gift to the nation -the
‘e picce of land at Sala Deng on’\which | the
ughing Ceremony wasannually accustomed
ake place.

g fed by .numerous road arteries which

centrate on that locality in a manner not -
e found anywhere else. in our metropolis, ;

also by the Paknam Railway and its

n service, marked it out at once as the
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hen it had been decided to -

tion .of His Majesty having—

This, reaching as it does, right
to the Wireless Road, and, in particular,

~ Press.

site of 'sites for the purpose in view. There -

~ was, of course, the gieat difficulty of converting

rice-marsh—into-flodod-free ground; but, then,.

~ where could othcyr Conditions more favourable
‘have been obtained in our delectable old deposit -

of those “golden sands’' which eternally roll

down indefatigablyfrom the back of beyond to -
“keep the Kingdom going—and going in incréas-. .

ing degree, according to the steady generosity:
from the souree of supply ?

other in the columms of a leading organ of.the
The point at issue was whether the “B”’
in Lumbini should be “B’’ or whether it should

— [ ISP A SL B

C
1

So Sala Deng had . -~
it i | Then came the momentous question\\_{.of a
- name, which was solved by His Majesty bestowing
. upon the area the cuphonious title of “Lumbini.”’
That all-important matter was settled, but an
* unlooked for situation occurred when two belli-
~cose armchair warriors began to bark at each
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CHAPTER 1

icient  history — The  Portuguese  period—
Camoens’ description of Siqm in the “ Lusiad

~FKarly Dutch and Eﬁglz'.r/z conneclion—

o

- anything like firm ground.
however, that before that period the Siamese

The English East Didia Company éstab- .

lishes factories al Aputhia and Patarni.

TAM, though one of the
¢l ancient . kingdoms sof
Asia, possesses a his-
tory which is compara-

been greatyiand fin the
overwhelming disaster
the middle of the cighteenth centory, when
¢ Burmese devastated the country and burnt
vuthia, the ancient capital, the national records
cre irretrievably lost. L Afterwards an attempt
1somade to picce together the story of the
ce from fragments preserved in monasteries
d {rom traditions surviving among the pricsts,
it the result, though interesting in a litem.ry
1y from the point of view of historical ac-
racy, leaves much to be desired. In the
tin tht work consists of a series of fables
4 mvibs as monstrous and fantastic as any
be found in the annals of Eastern nations,

Moa .

P

x - -~ = o 4 ’
: W')'f]il'\\‘ﬁnfﬁﬁf$ﬂﬂﬂﬁ1m\lvmuqﬁ1l\1ﬂ'ﬂ (THE

published by the Hakluyt Society, to give a

tively modern. The -
vicissitudes  of  the
Siamese pepplei have

“by way of Tenasserim, which was the starting- -

COMMERCE,} INDUSTRIES, AND

A
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By ARNOLD WRIGHT | %

=4 6P <7

rich as they are-in-flights of imagination, It
is not until we come to the founding of Ayuthia,
e the_fourteenth _centucy, that e _get_on-to.
It is fairly certain,

were a nation who played a considerable part
in the commercial life of Asia. Suleiman, an
Arab traveller of some note of the ninth or
tenth centiiry, is stated by Sirl.Henry Yule
in| his essay; “‘Cathay and the™\Way Thither,”

tolerably coherent actount “of “the seas and
places between Oman and China and to men-
tion Siam under the name of Kadranj. From
Other sourcestit i$.to bel gathered ‘that'a ‘coir+
siderable Arab.trade was transacted with Siam

point on what was then the western coast of
Siam of anoverland route to Ayuthia. Tavernier,
in hisaccount of the Kingdom of Siam, observes

that “the shortest and ncarest way for the

Europeans to go to this kingdom is tu go to -

Ispahan, from Ispahan to Ormuz, from Orinuz
to Surat, from Surat to Golconda, from Gol-

- conda to Maslipatan, there to embark for
-Denouserin, which is one of the ports belong-

144
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ing to the Kingdom of Siam. From Denouserin
to the capital city, which is also called Siam,
is thirty-five days’ journey—part by water, part
by land, by wagon or upon clephants. The

5

T

Jmypressions of
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way, whether by land or water, is very trouble-
some—for by fand you must be always upon
your guard for fear of tigers and lions; by
water, by reason of the many falls of the ?iver, .
they are forced to hoist up their boats with
engines."

Long before Tavernier's time Siamese
authority had been exercised, not only in
Tenasseriin, but in the adjacent country., At
thejend of the thirteenth century, Burmese
recgrdsdnform us, Siam egercised sway as far
north as Martaban, and that its power was
effcctive is shown by the fact that the second |
Siam king “of that State, on ascending the
tiarone ofliis brother, had to solicit a recog-
nition of +his title from the King of Siam.
Later it lost its hold on Tenasserim and Tavoy,
but in the period 13235~1330 Siamese influence
was re-established in the two provinces. The
facts, as far as they are known, go to support
the theory which has been put forward by
cminent Asiatic scholars, that the Siamese
were, originally a powerful Laos fribe who,
pushing southwards from what are known as

“the Shan States, ultimately established them--

selves at Ayuthia in 1330. As regards the
country’s designation, Siain seems to have been
a foreign—probably a Portuguese—invention.
Mrs. Leonowens, in her interesting work,
points out that it has even a contemptuous
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