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Thesis Title: Illustrations in Thai Books
Name : Miss Chermpan’ Korwatanasakul
Department : Library Science

Academic Year: 1973

ABSTRACT
The purposes of«this’ thesis are to study the history and
the evolution of illustrations in Thai manuscripts and printed books,
the importance and the value of book illustrations, the problemsin
'ptinting of book‘illustrations, and to suggest some ideas to printers

and publishers for their consideration in dealing with those problems.

The research has revealed that illustrated manuééripts be~
gan.in Thailand in the middle part of Ayudhaya period, around 21th =
22th Century of Buddhisli era, .The subjects.éf the ¢olorful illustra-
tions' in the manuscript books are dealing‘ﬁith Budahist cosmology;
and they share the characteristics of murel painting at that time.

In the‘Ratanakosin period, illustrations, are on academic subjects and
~depict scenes fro& Thai literature., They are executed in many coloufs
-and are always appiied with beautifying gold. Inithe reign of King
Rama IV, illustrations were developed from two -~ dimensional péingﬁg'
to three -~ dimensional painting‘because of the influence of Western
art, ManuScript books gradually decline in popularity in the reign
of King Rama V when there is much progress in printing.

Book illustrations gye developed along with the book print-

ing., The printing was introduced in Thailand in the Ayudhaya period



by.a group of French missionaries, The Roman Characters were used

in printed books at that time. Thal types were first introduced for
printing in the reig@ of King Rama III, The development of .book pro-
duction in Thailand gquality-wise reachednthe ﬁigh peak in the reign
of King Rama VI, Illustrations in priﬁted books in the former time
were in block forms and they were designed solely for decorative pur-
pose. Later, in the reign of King Rama V, pictures for illustrating
purpose were put into useé. Ian Some cases there was also on the fron=- -
tispiece of a book the auther's portrait. Illustrations are most
beautiful in the reign of King Rama VI owing to the royal support
and patron of the monach, which provided the greatest advancement in
printing and skills abquired by illﬁstrators. Also in that particu-
lar period, coloured illustrations and pﬁotograéhs'were first printed

in books, while cartoons and newst pictures appeared in the newspapers.
1 , prap

NoWadays;~illuStratiéns~are for the purposes of attraction
and explaination and théy are of a higher standard as a result of mo-
dern printing teachniqugs.' Artists, moreover, have groﬁn enthusias=~
tic about acquiring skills«<from variousiinstitutes. Childrén's books
give special importancelto §llustratiods, considering them fundamen-
tal to the education of children,” Textbooks for elemefitary and
secondary schools have Beén‘studied‘by resedrcherss sefiinars have
also been held for the pufpose of uplifting the standard of children's

books ‘publication,

‘'The problems in the illustration producing can be catego-
rized as follows:
1., Fund: a big fund is‘needed to broduce high quality il-

lustrations, . : L aw
, Fation ) b



2. Status of illustratérs: illustrators are usually con-
sidered less important than writers. They ought to be encouraged

with high wages and more recognition,

3. Close cooperation betwe the printing section and the

art section,

To solve those problem e government should consider

promoting printing actiy " s s\ to help the book industry to be

N
\

production,
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