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Thesis Title Social and cultural Change in a Karen Community

! Name Miss Darupat Samranwong
Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Vithavas Khongkhakul, Ph.D.
Department Sociology and Anthropology
Academic Year 1985
ABSTRACT

This study deals with the social and cultural change in
a Karen Community in Amphoe Thong Phg Phum, Changwat Kanchanaburi on
such aspects as economic, educafion, social and culture, health and
local administration. Jts emphasis is also placed upon the major
causes for the change and how the peoplé adapt themselves to these
changese.

The data used in this study are obtained in the field work
through participatien - observation and interview of thirty - five
household heads of the Karen families.( from a total of thirty -
seven families }in Ban Kroengkawia during July 22,1984 to February 28,

1985,

Thé result of.the findings are as follow :

s Zducation. ' The change and adjustment om\educational
aspect seemed to have a major impact upoh the way of life in the
community, especially singe the establishment of the primary schopl
in 1970. The Karen are awared of the benefit of formal education and
have accepted it with great enthusiasm. This change has, therefore,
brought about other changes which seem to bring about a higher

standard of living for the new generation,.



2. Health. The change and aajustment on health and
personal hygiene practices in some area have been great while other
has remained more or less the same. The common use of bamboo- for
house building has changed to the use of hard wood and from thatch
roof to the corrugated iron roof. The use of factory produced food
items such as fish source,accents, vegetable o0il, etc. has been
greater than before. Bath soap, shampooy tooth brush, tooth paste
and laundry detergent have become common items and widely used among
the Karen. Preventive measures such as boiling their drinking water
.and sleeping inside mosquito nets have become more acceptable.

Since the establishment of public'health center in 1982, greater
attention has been paid to theilr own health care and personal hygiene.
3¢ Economy. The change and adjusthent on economic aspect
of the Karen in this village have some effect upon their earning as
- well as their livelihood. For example, traditional land ownership
has been replaced by legal rights for thejcultivation of land which
once has been forest reserves The cultivation of cash crops such
as chillies, bananas, qastor-seéds and cornvhas become more common
among the Karen. Moneyyis being used more widely for the purchase
of necessary household consumer goods. With these changes caﬁe the
establishment of a small rice mill and rice bank in the,village.

ky Social,and cultures The change and ad justment on

socio~cultural aspect appeared in many areas especially in apparels
which has changed from tradition to modern. Thai language is more
widely spoken now than before, especially among the young generatione.
The majority has now accepted Buddhism and with oﬁly a few families
still remained animists. The many ceremonies observed among the

Karen in this village have been borrowed from their Thai neighbors,



with only a few exception of traditional ceremonies remained
without any change. The kinship system still remains matriarchal
and a close family tie still can be found among the Karen,

S5e_Local administration. The change and adjustment on

local administration is most evident when the government in 1972
declared that Ban Kroengkawia is to be included within the official
jurisdiction.l Unlike the past in the traditional Karen community
where informal social comtrol prevailed, official rules and
regulations are.uhneqessary. Today the traditional leaders have

been replaced by formal.leaders, although many of them still préfer to
practice their traditional way of life. But it would not be too

long in the future, when everything will be governed by officisl

.rules and regulation.
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