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The ﬁresent study wasystolfind out the effect of continudus
noise on masking inner spéech and the effects of adjusting the sound
lavel of the continuous noise upon masking inner speech in line of
the Composite Theory. One hundred and thirty-five velunteered
undergraduate students from Chulalongkorn University,daged between
17 to 25 years were. the subjects of the stuay. They were diviged
into 5 groups, 27 subjects for each group. In the Experiment I,
the condition oflunchanging sound-level) of | the continuous noise was
studied with two groups: the condition of‘working task during the
first part'of’ thelduratien . when the contidusus nelse was switche&
on, and the condition of working task during the later part of the
duration. In the Experiment II, the condition of adjusting the
sound level of the noise was studied with three groups of the
subjects: the condition of increasing of the sound level, the

condition of reducihg of the sound level and the condition of



alternating the increasing and reducing of the sound level. Two
sub-tests, modified from the Stroop Color-lWord Test and the materials
of Hartley and Adams! Experiment, were given to each subject in every

group. The data were analysed by t-test, One-way ANOVA and the ilewma

iteuls Methode.

The results were:

1. The maskindg dnner speech during the first part of the
dufation when the continuels noise was switched on was greater than
the masiting inner speéch during the later part of the duration.

This result was not im line of the composite Theorye.

2. During the dater part of the duration when the noise was
switched on{! the inéredsing and reducing of the level of the conti-
-nuwous noise undep different conditions caused different cffects
of masking inner speeche.

3. During .the latér part of the duration when the noise was
switched onj the ircreasing of the level of continuous noise did not
decrease nasking inner speech wheﬁ,comparod with the cbnditionvof
unchanging sound levéleof the continuous nolsee.

1o During thé Iater [part of the dufation when the noise was
switched on® the reducing of “the leveliof the continuous noise did
not decrease masking innérlspeech when (compared with. the condition
of unchanging socund level of the continuous noise. ’

5. puring the later part of the duration when the nolse was
switched ong>the condition of aiternating increasing and reducing of
the level of continuous noise increased masking inner speech whea

compared with the condition of unchanging sound level of the conti~

-nuous noise.
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