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THESIS TiTLE The Phonemic System of the Nakhon Si Thammarat

(1]

Dialect
NAME : Miss Vilaiwan Dumruks
DEPARTMENT "t  Thai Language
ACADEMIC YEAR : 1969

ABSTRACT 3

The purpose of thisithesis is to analyze phonemic system of
the Nakhon Si Thammarat dialect, ! The writer serves as her own
informant, being a native speaker of the dialect under: ..~ study.
This study led to the conclusion that.the phonemes of the Nakhon
Si Thammarat dialect are classified intc three categories: conso-
nants, vowels and tones. The consonants are divided into two
groups: 22 single consonant phonemes and 13 consonant clusters.
The vowels are also divided into TwC groups: 18 single vowel
phonemes and % diphthongs, There are altogether 7 tonal phonemes.
In this thesis the Writer has attempted to-describe both fhe nature
and the distpibution of .individual phonemes, thoroughly and to des-
cribe their. combinations into different syllables. “Thirty~two
patterns of syllabic structure have been.found. They are grouped
into 7 types: CV, CVV, CVG, CVN, CVS, CVVN and CVVS, Besides, the
writer found73,030 syllables in the Nakhon Si Thammarat dialect,
2,952 of which occur as monosyllabic words and the remainder

occur either as part of bisyllabic words or of polysyllabic words.,



An attempt_has been.made to compare the meaning of the cited
words used in the Nakhbn Si Thammarat dialect and in the Bangkok
dialect. finally it is suggested to those who are interested

in persuing further research into Thai dialects that they should
(1) make a systematic study of the correspondence between the
phonemes of Nakhon Si Thammarat words and their cognates in
Bangkok dialect or in any ether dialects; (2) make a semantic
study of wor&s in the other Thai dialects along the same line

as that of the present thesis; and (3) make a study of idiomatic

expressions in the Nakhon 3i Thammarat dialect.
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