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Thesis Title The Problems of Empiricism in Understanding

Experience
Nane Mr. Sarayut Sriworalam
Thosis Adviser Associate Professer Mark Tambhal,’ it
Depai‘ment ' Phllosophy
Academlc Year 1985
ABSTRACT

Tho problem of #if #oseareh s what are the difficulties
the empiricists confront in explaining certain phencmena. ‘ |
Then, among these difficulties, which ones are ths most influentdal

' to strike the Enpiricist faunda’cion oi‘ knowledge, Thus the research
is performed in order tol investigate whether er not sclentific
imowledge acocrding to the Bupiricist wiews can live, This .
problem is onoe more of interesi among édntem’po_x_‘ai*y ap:ﬁistemolqgiaté

and philosophers of sclence,

Thia research is divided into 4 stageds First, I analyze '
the concept of experience according te Humeun Classical '
Empirioiam because Humo, I believe, was the philosopher who most
clearly MDn;rhrated this ared.’ His analysis can be taken for |
granted a8 the. oulnination Bar tho. later] empirieistd. |\ Then I
gpoak of the structure of sclentiffic thearies and the concept of
laws accarding to the logical poasitivists, Briefly spealing,
all T would like to demonstrate in this stage 1s the consensus of
the ampiricists in demarcating metaphysics from scf.*.encq*i."."‘ | Second, I will
try-to show the fallure of Humean Classical Empiricism in distinguishing
genuine laws from accldental regularities as well as the disregard



of the loglcal positivists upon the so—called problen, Then I

will analyze the empirical foundation of lmowledge together with

the empirfeal status of laws and try to indicate the fallure of

the empiricists in justifying the principle of inductied Third,

I will describe masn aieficulties which canse the Llogical positivists
to survenderi Afterwards two alberpatives are offered 3 inamman'ba:lim
or realism, If the former is chosen, the empirieists will finally
find themselves with the individual o cjol]_.ec‘bive vhim of scientists,
If the latter 1s chosen, they will inevitably confront metephysics
ghedr dreadful enemy. DBab O, van Framssen a contemporary empiricist
chooses neither the formmer now the latter’s On the contrary, be
develops Copstructive Fmpiricism instead. Fourth, I will try to
conclude that ven Frag;ssen is gimilar to the logical eﬁpﬂricists

in the way that they il ignore ths problem of demarcation
between laws and accidental generaliaationé; Mem s van Fraassen
1s different from the logical positivists in the way that he aims

at the level of semsntics vwhereas the loglcal positivists are
concentrated at the level of symtax. Un.fortunately, both levels
inevitably £1nd the sshe.fate, I'dh,qtheory-laddennesd, |
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