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Thesis Title  "The Rebellion of February 26, 1949¢

Name Miss Supen Sirikune Department of Political Science

Acedemic Year 1975

Abstrac?

Although the change of the Thail governmnental system from '
Absolute Monarchy to Deme¢racy took élace 42 years ago, the outconme
of the 1932 Revolution'preduce little progress toward democracy.

That is,.thé executive power wés taken over by.the elite groups
instead of the majority of the people. The poiitical power, there-
fore, has been object of struggle among the glite groups.

The study of the abjeciive, the event and the impacﬁ of the
Rebellion of Fébruary 26, 1949 confirm. the abéve mentioned hypothesis.
Since this rebellioh was only tﬁe struggle to/retake the power by a
civilian groups who“lost it in the Coup dtétat 1947. The rebel
groups neither had plans nor>ciear objectives to solve the social
and economic pfoblemg. ~They pnly|revealed the infention of putting
the 1932 constitution back into operation thoﬁgh it was not considered
to be a perféect |dénotratie’ ¢onstituticond When [the fight for the
political ‘power occurred, the goverhmeﬁt which was fuily equipped
with arms, defeated the opponents easily. This rebellion had great
impact on both the Pro-Preedee civilian and naval groups. Conseq-
uently, the Coup d'état party decisively moved to suppress the two
resistance groups, because the Coup dfétat parfy'realized that they

themselves were the only group that had the supreme powers



Since then, the resistance groups had been silenced and liqui-
dated. Later in 1951 the Coup d'état party who acquired absolute
executive power made a gilent Coup d'état which put an end to the

democratic experiment in Thailan
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