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THESIS TITLE The Relationship between Popper's Theory of
Knowledge and Political Theory.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study Karl Popper's
political view-point and his theory of knowledge together with
its relation between the two and the application of his political
ideas as opposed to the peolitical thoughts of the other thinkers.
#iith regard to the different points of view, it is liable to
conclude that the points of view of each philosopher dérives from
their theories of "Knowledge. And again the political theories
of the other thinkers, different as may be, can be connected

harmoniously.

The result from this research exposed the fact that Popper
express his ddea through criticizing the other thinkers's thought
from his theory of knowledge and it is from fhis theory that
Popper emphasize the progress of the problem-solving. In this
way, his method of seeking knowledge has made great advance in
the theory of knowledge. After scrutinizing the other's thoughts,

Popper expounds that the society in the form of Plato and Hegel's



totalitarianism as well as the political theory of Marxism is
nothing but the closed society. This is because it advocates
historicism which is the method for future prediction, Popper
thinks that the society should be open without any political
attachment, and for the social members to seek their ways of
problem-solving in the various ways. . And again, the society
should be tested and criticized in order to find other methods

independently and diffepentliy.

As it is said s6 far, we may conclude that political ideas
of different thinkeérs @&are the cutcome of their theory of know-
ledge. According to the ddealistic rhilosophers, their political
theories can be drawa out directly from metaphysics and indirectly
from the theory of knowleédgé and ethics. But in the light of
materialistic philosophers the political theories must bear fruit
directly from ths ‘theory of knowledges Acebrding to Popper, his
political idea and his theory of kmowledge do not contradict

each other.

The suggeétion for furtherlrésearch! may (be given here in
some aspects,.that is to_say, the relabionship between socio-
psychological theory 'and Popper’s politicali-dideas should be taken
to be studied and another subject may be the analysis of his
ideas of freedom in comparison with the Existentialist philoso=

phies.
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