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Abstract

This survey research ds proposed to clarify how parents of
students stydying in grade 2 and (3 at the University and the Teacher.
College Demonstration Sghogls in Bangkok Metropolitan Area select
books for theif children. The study involves the problems of selection,
tendency of considerations, [comparing of book selection tenaency of the
parents which having difference in'education, profession and income,
as well as their points of vieﬁ o books, being available in the
pfesent, for their children at the age of 6 to 9.

Thé.total.of 520 samples collected by applying'simple Random
>Sampling technique are parents of students in grade 2 and 3, in one
classroom each,|taken from 3 /6f) tHe\University pemonstration Schools
and 3 of the Teacher College Demonstration Schools in Bangkok
Metropolitan Area.

Data are qollected through questionaire which 433 out of 520
sets are returned, then analyzed by computing percentage, arithmatic
means and standard deviation. The results can be concluded'as follows:

1. Most of parents encourage their children to read by giving
them children books. Most books are dealing with entertainmeﬁt
especially tales and foik'tales. The contents of an entertainment

book about moral lessons are mostly bought. For the informational



book, the general knéwledge are the most preferable; As far as the
format is concerned, the upright rectangular paperback books, written
in prose stylé, no liﬁitation in size and thickness, printed on
sulphate paper with cblourfu; illustrations and 24.5 points lettersize
are most bought. .For the price, most books are in the range of Bath
10 to 20. Thg first significént.problem on book selection is thét a.
suitable age of children to réad them aré not recommended which lead
to the problem that their interesté a;é questionablef The second

problem is that the book" pri€es ‘are mostly high.

2. In sélecting children books, parents are the one who make
decisions régarding cHildren's reading interests. The main consideration
is concentratéd 'on contents apparently good and interesting according
to parents' opinion but exbected +6 be of children's views as well,
they should be common subjects.  Moreover, they also consider other
factors in these orders as follows: written in bolite,language,
correctly spelling, easy word for children,; having iilustrations
correspoﬁding to story and helping children understand story more clearlyy
appropriate descriptive’ illustration, unexpensive price, letter's
quality of beiné convenient to their sight and easy to read, good
arrangement, besides, the étyles of writihg must be of .children's
reading ability and attractive.. The factors which most parents don't
consider or-least consider are the authors, illustrators and -

publishers.

The study for comparing of book selection tendency of the
parents which having difference in education, profession and income
hasn't been achieved because the collected data concerning the

mentioned conditions did not scatter 1in suitable'ratio.



3. The parents have opinionsrthat the bocks for 6 to 9 year
oid children, being évailable in the present; are satisfied in |
several ways such as contents, illustrations, usiné language and
formafs. The contents of entertainment books should mostly increase
in the ways to improve oneself and to live happily in the present
soci;ty. The biography of famous persons of different fields shouia
likeiy be increased in the informational Books. An upright and
hériZoﬁtal rectangular forms are suitable for children books. They

should include some actiwities for children in the last part of

children books.-_The puifce ghould be' a range of Baht 10 to 20.

The researéher would/like=to-have some recommendations to
parents,librarians. autHors, Allustrators and publishers concerning

to children books as follow:

In selecting children books, parents should consider in the
children's reading interests, not- theirs, at.the first. This will

help pérents in buying the right books to children's interests.

Librarians sheudld take part in selecting books for children by

giving an information about good books for each age level.

The éuthors, the illustrators and the publishers should wdfk
together in producing gooed ‘quality books ifi bbthicofterntsyand
illustrations. The children books should provide the recommendation i
for the readers and some‘recreational activities for children. The
book market should have children bocks in attractive formats, variety
contents and moderately price so that parents can buy most directly
to children's reading interests énd as many as they ﬁeed. The

publishers should supply a 1ist of children books regulary to help

parents in selecting children books.
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