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Abstract

‘Surat Than! has bées suce a cloasd province due to its communica
~tion limitation, By that time the railway was the only transport route
anceséing the Province Irem the outside ;reas. Overcoming of that limita
-tion started in 1978 when the  roads to naighbouring provinces were
conatructed and became the main acéeas to Surat Theni., In terms of the
area, Surat Thani is the 'bizgest province wigh 13,802.1, square

“kilometres. Howovér'to' population demsity, /41 beeple pgf square
kilometres a3 in 1977,19 the lowest of the Seuth and much lower than the
national average record, that is 77 people per aquare kilonetrea; Since
Surat Thani 1s a(very rich province with much natural ;ésources, namely
forest, mineral,; fishery and tourism, it is expected that the improved
transport should ceusge the popﬁlation influxy  Therefore; the theﬁis vas
aimed to study of the carrying capacity of Surat Thani to support the im

-migration especially in agrieultural sector,based on the balance betwsen

the natural resource and the increased pepulatiom

The objectives of this study is twofold.
1, To know the population carrying capacity of Surat Thani which



may be derived from the propertion betwsen the potentisl preduction
profit of the area and the average expense of the households.
1.1 the capacity to support the people by the potential
production in primary, éecendary and tertiary sectors in sach Amphos.
1.2 The ultimate capacity to support the poople.considering

only the crop production.

2. To know the appropriate proportion bstween the basic and

non-basic pepulation, _

Therefere, the study was concentrated in 3 sectors ef economiec
activities. They are, .
a) Primary sector, composed of cTop, 1iveslock; fighery
and forestry.
b) Sicond;ry sector, 7.§emposed of .nining and basie
industry. .
¢) Tertlary sector, cemposed of governmental officer's

income.

To get the amswer for the ebjective 1.1,  the heusehgid numbers
can be calculated from the met profit of ectreprensurs in each economie
sectors divided by the expense of the households. The ebjective 1.2 may

be obtained from the following formulationm:

Total crop land x Profit per Rai

The_ulfinnte carrying capacity =
’ Housshold expenses

The study reveals that the populatiea carrying capacity is
 aifferent in each Aaphoe, The maximum numbsr eof popuiation supported ia |



the maximm land crop is 190,219 households, This will be increased by

111,572 from the year 1977.

lfho answer of the second objective sas dorivéc from the analysia
if the expense paid'by the people in the three economie aectoré. It
appeared that ene part of the expende becomes the entrepreneura profit
| ‘im service ssctor. Therefore, 1t is ths dncome from basic employment
population te the non-basic cane, The cenclusioﬁ can be that the populs-
tion in basic ecbnonic_secbor can support for 11,80 ;Se;- cent of the

population in non-basie ecdnm_ic asctor,

In summary, thbis thesea gave the answer of the population carry-
ing capacity and the propertion befween pepulation in basic and non-
. basic eeonomic sector of Sarat Thani. The result of the study wvas,
sxpected to bs useful in further develepment planning of the Provimce.It
can be also the guideliné for the "poor" Amphoe develepment secording te
the Fifth Rational, fconomic and Secial Plamning,
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