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ABSTRACT

The maiﬁ purpese ©f this thesis is to study conditions and
operational problems of law libraries in Bangkok Metropolis concerning
1ibrary buildings, equipment, administration and administrators, staff,
books and non-book materials, technical works and services. It is
hoped that this thesis would-Help to improve Thai law libraries to

- provide better services for their users:

The survey was done through the distribution of guestionnaires

to head librarians of 10 faw libraries namely: the Library of Parliament,

.
\

the Libraf? of the Office lofl the Juridical Council, ‘the Central Library
of the Ministry-;f Justice, the Public Prosecution Library, the Library
of fhé Court of Appeals,' the Thai ‘Bar Association Library; the Faculty
of Law Library, Chulalongkorn University, the-F;culty of Law Library,
Thammasat University, Thammasat University Library and Ramkhamhaeng
University Library. All questionnaires were returneé and some law

librarians were interviewed for more details.

The result of the research indicates that law libraries in

Bangkok Metropolis are in considerable condition due:tor-several operstional



problems on buildings and space, perscnnel, books and ncn~book

materials as well as technical works and services. However, the law

school libraries and thq Thai Bar Association Library are bigger and better
developed than the governmental department libraiies and the eourt
libraries. Most special libraries for /law have acquired such status
comparable—to a section. . The actual space owned by each is only a one-room
capacity with rather limited shelves and seating accommodation. Each has
three to five staff memberé among which one is a librarian. Almost évéry
law library receives an amnual budget from the government. Only law school
libraries have additional/funds from tuition fees. All law libraries
acguire books and printed materials through the buying process and gifts.
Schiller Classification System is adopted for use in the majority of ;aw
libraries. Tc serve their uséers; the law school libraries and the Thai Bar
Association Library have extended their opening hours outside cffice time.
The rest are open only-—during-office-hours.—Most of them use both open

and closed'shglves in the housing 6f their colléction. The common services
offered by all are circulation service; ,reference service,.,new accession

list and interlibrary Zlcan.
Recommendations =,

1. The status of the law libraries should be raised higher so as

to be equivalent to that of a division. This might help solve several

operational problems concerning the site and space and personnel.

. 2, Besides interlibrary loan, law libraries should co~operate in
other ways such as cooperated acquisition and the preparation of the

union catalog.



3. Through better and more library public relations, the users'

attention should be called for to focus on the value of the law library

system.

-

4. Instructing the prop of the library which may be done

by the use of users' manua
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