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ABSTRACT

The primary a@ccented Syllables in monomorphemic trisyllabiec
and tetrasyllabic Thai words are the [inad syllables. Secondary
accent assigment is determined by the structure of the first two
syllables of the words, 1l.e. whether it ig a linker or a non-linker
syllable. Post studies have determined accent assignment rules
for words of which the first two syllables are linker syllables or
a combination between a linker and a non-linker syllable, There
has been no study of accent assignment for words which have non-linker

-

syllables asothe first two syliables’

Attempt has been made in this thesis to find out whether the
different syllable’structuves of the non-linker syllable have any
influence on secondary accent aésignmento The non-linker syllables
considered in this study very as follows: open syllables and closed

syllables; syllables closed with glottal stop and syllables closed

with nasals; syllables closed with glottal stop and syllables closed’
with other stops; syllableg closed with other stops and syllables

closed with nasals; syllables with relatively higher vowels and

syllables  with relatively lower vowels,



The phonetic analysis of the patterns of stressed syllable
in these words is based on the pronounciation of 5 sub jects, reading
the 201 test words twice, given total of 2010 tokens to be phonetically
analysis.

The occurrence of stress on variant non-linker syllables is
given in ratios as follow: open syllobdles and closed syllables,
7:191; syllables closed with plottal stop and syllables closed with
nasals, 0:355; syllablés closed with glottal stop and syllables
closed with other stops, Q#2068 syllables closed with other stops
and syllables closed with nagals, 37:1765 higher vowel syllables
and lower vowel syllables, 50 T3+

These stress pattéeras found in the 2010 tokens lead to the
postulation of accent assignment rules in simple trisyllabic and
tetrasyllabic words of which the Lirst two syllables are non-~linker
syllables as follows:

1.. /Secondary accent is on the closed syllables when
the variant syllables arc open syllables and closed syllables

2. | 8condary faceent-is)on the syllbles closed with nasal
consonants when the varlant syllables  are syllables closed with
glottal ‘stop and~syllables ,closed with nasal consonants.

3, Secondary accent is on the gyllables-closed with
other stops consonants when the variant syllables are syllables
closed with glottal stops and syllables closed with other stops

4. Secondary accent is on the syllables closed with

nasal consonants when the variant syllables are syllables closed

with other stops and syllables closed with nasals.



When the variant syllable differ in vowel quality, the
occurence of stress on variant syllables is not significantly

different. Accent assignment rules cannot be postulated in this

respect.
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