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" Royal Grand Palace and The Emerald Buddha Temple®, Basghiak:

e
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ﬁm’ﬁmﬂm‘w (Capthn) to that you can keep returning to discover

more. Throughout the year, festivals are
celebrated With eelorful processions,
dazzling dances-and spellbinding events.
1995 - 1996 will also offer many sparkling
and unforgettable treasures as the Kingdom
gommemorates the Fiftieth Anniversary
15 (Géldeft Jubilee) Celebrations of

s / His Majesty's Accession to the Throne.
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you walk through the pall of exhaust smoke towards Tha Tien

Recross Chakkaphet 1o the coffee shop. Tum right and head
wost again. After itcrosses a canal, Chakkaphet changes is name
10 Maharat, Still hugging the river, it hegins to curve to the right
Follow Maharat o lglnlummm with a street
that runs between the Grand Palace and Wat
Po (the sign on the opponite side says “Soi
Thai Wang"). Tumn left and walk to the
Tha Tien Boat Landing (ust
ask for Wat Arun and they will
firect you to the dock). Board
aboatand gross to Wat Arun,

In the Ayutthaya period,
Wat Arun. the Temple of
Dawn, was a |S-meter-tall
prang (stupa). 1 was restored
by Kings Rama 11, 11l and IV
and raised 1o its present height Wal An
of 104 meters. At the bases of the four upper staifcases are niches
with statues depicting the four imporiant events in Buddha's life
Climb the eastern staircase for a view of the city. From here, you
also have a good view of the four prang that mark the comers of
the courtyard. The tiny god on his white horse is Phra Pai. god of
the wind. The flowers decorating the prang are tashione o
broken pottery picces and seashells,

Recross the river. walk 10 the main streefturm right 10 the nest
intersection, tum left and walk 10 the eptrnce 1o Wal I'e (i
sion: 10 baht). Wat Po predates Banghob s establishmen i by 4
century, Restored many wimes, it is one of Banghok's e
eclectic wats, and it is well Wonh strolling theotgh 10 see it

offers,

Of special interest are the 45 meterstong. gilded R« limgrg Bud
dha inthe mmhwmwu‘tﬁcmumﬁunuwm“\v in the
front courtyard which were used 10 diggnose linesses (Wt Po ha
afamous herbal medicing sehool). Do noLai sthe hor (drdination
hall) to the rightofithe entrance Sl linee llous othe ol

pearl doors and ity sandsion e Lighpraety e pic e SCepes
from the Ramakie N gl i m»h’m- K il
the stone ball (¢ moug 2 Ciillnose stope i ; vithenot
breaking the Ballor the n) il cldiigl iy

P
© gOUr yrd IS e Sehooliol Tras

Fou pad 1 20.8ahufer an howsbefle nig
e (Ga¥ET w ollry it gles. 1T s veurs
e gahon hose o(onher Jllig\lplu' bt gl

‘ dig in @ dee,
| t(lu":l'l:‘lml’l will rgstilt in druly geloyed iy By el

You wil y beditingrgdby (1S poin. Lither retugn
10 L Tien
hote d

Sl bow Jof ngadies or Tt 10 sous

These half day itineraries are grouped pfcording o |Iw|pc
Pick those that interest you. While they azg ghite specific, we've
feft a ot of surprises along the way in the HOpe that you will make
some discoveries on your own

A.M, ltineraries
[1, Quiot Morming) 1t Y

The Marble Wal to see
monks on bintabaht; Dusit Zoo
10 see exotic animauls; Vimarn
Mek, the world's lurgest
golden teak palace openiVed.
L Ough 'Sun). A he morping
can be extended info a day. If
St are alile pisery stard Your:
Way at 10 w.m. at VimarnMek
and then cross (o the zoo for
lunch and a walk,

Each moming before dawn,
100,000  Buddhist monks
throughout Thailand don their
saffron robes and walk bare
footed through village and city
streets. Buddhist tamilies wait
ing outside their homes place in
the silent monks' ‘black haht
talms bowls) rice and curries

which they will later eat at their
monasteries. This dignified rite
provides the monks their only
sourge of food, gives the ity an

nwfl 12 dhnehefamlsianiufies uamamaiagUianfilE gniau smiieme

3. Birds,

Sunrise on the Golder
where the monk’s howls
Lohaprasad; o Bude
Another sunrise, 1l
oty Take amap so

o
when the bodies weie strets
The stairway climby the |
Buddha image, The signsays
open at 6 am. tadmission: |
the open windows or Jlimb e
terrace dominated by the ¢
name. Look north o wee the
Keepahem in mind because
When sated, descend and
a nannow ke that feads 1o
Cross Bamrungmuang Ro
first lane, Turn leftagan. Wi
ping sounds. Follow sour ¢
Youare now in Baan Bah
many that once existed wit
area-soime would call itash
purpose: 1o pound it sheet
monks carry on their mornn
Study the technigues used
gether, the bellows the blachs
ey 0 heat the bowl for
Bl hammenng, Factories o
tahmg over the production «
how Iy and Baan Bali wil
000 be o memory, oy 1t
While it Lasts, 11 you can
find o use for g by g
how ! from one of the ar
Haans for 35 baht, You
il be helping preserye
HE U for o while longer
and ensuring that the mone
directly 1o the producers, m
men

Dy ity Lggain migrint erei ashigher beings,
und welds thesation togetherin common faith,
I'he ritual is 8lightly altered at Wat Benjamabophit (the Marble
Wat). Here, the faithtul take the food (o the monks who wait in the
tree-shaded street in front of the temple., It is a moving sight and
offers n chance for some Superb photos,

About 6; 30 w.m.., ask a taxi driver to take you 1o Wat Benjama-
bophit. Watch the alms giving, which continues until 7:30 a.m.
Take all the photos you like and then proceed through the gate 1o
the temple courtyard (admission: 10 baht).

Wat Benjumabophit was built in 1900, the last major temple
constructed in Bunghok. Designed in eruciform shape, the exte-
rior is clad in Nalian Carrara marble. Walk inside,

Surined glass window s depicting angels ure a radical departure
from tradition, The Buddhg image is an excellent copy of
Phitsanulobe’s Phra Buddha Jinnarar, which is said 1o
have wept tears of blood when Ayutthaya overran the

k1) ’
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