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He engaged the roon, praying

for a week In advance. He was tired,

he said, and would take possesion
at once, He counted out the noney.

The room has been made ready, she

said, even to towels and water,

As the housekeeper moved away he put,

for the thousandth tinme, the question

that he carried at the end of his
tongue.

"A young girl-Miss Vasher .Miss
Eleis Vasher- do you remenber such
a ‘one ‘ameng your-'lodgers ? She
would be singing onthe stage, nost
Tkely JA"fair girl, 'of nediun
height and slender, with reddish
gold hair and a dark nole near her
left eyebrow."

"o, I don't remenber ¥he nane,

Then stage people has names dhey
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change as often as they roons. They
cones and they goes. ilo.I don't call
that, one to mind."

Ho. Always no. Five months of cease-
leds/iaterrogation and the inevitable
negative. So much time spent by déy in
questioning manegers, agents, shools
and choruses; by night among the .
aundiences of theatres fron all-star
cagts dswn to musie-halls so low that
he dreaded to find what he nost hoped
for. He who has loved her best had
tried to find her. He was sure that

since her disappearance from home this

great water—oirt city held her

sonewhere, but it was like a monstrous

quicksand, shifting its particles

constantly, withne foundation, its

upper granules of to-day buried

toemorrow in eozce and slime.2
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rentin'

It was Mrs, Mc Cool's night to zo

with the can for beer. So she fetched

it and sat with Mrs, Purdy in one of
. those subterranean retreats where

. housekeevers foregather and the wommn

' dieth seldomn.

"I rented ny third floor back,

this evening," said Mrs Purdy,across

a fine circle of foam. "A young man
took 1t., He went up to bed twe hours
ag0."

"Mow, did ye, Mrs. Purdy, na'er 2%
said Mrg, McCool, with Intent
adniration. "You did be a wonder for

rooms of that kind. And Ai?l

[ ye tell him, then 7" she concluded in

a chusky whisper,;laden with mystery.

"Roems, " said Mrss Purdy, in her
furriest tones, M"are furnished for to
rent. I did not tell him, Mrs.

"™Tis right ye are, ma'am;'tis by

renting rooms we kape alive., Ye have

the rale sense for business, ma'am,.

MeCoal, !
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There be ma:iy' p@oplouwill-rayjiet
the rentin! of a room if they be

tould a2 suicide bas been after dyin!

. in the bed of it,"

"is you say, we has our living
to be maldng;" Temarked Mrs, Purdy.
"Tis, malam; 'tis true. 'tis just

ongwake ago this day I helped ye

lay out the third floor back. 4

pretty slip of a colleen she was to
be killin' herself wid the gas- a

swate little face she had, Mrs.

Purdy, mnmalam,"

"She !'da-been called handsome,
as you say," sald Mrs. Purdy,

assenting but critical, "but for that
mole she had a —growin' by her left

eyebrow, Do fill up your glass again,

Mra, Mc Cool." 2
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