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Besearch Titleﬁfihai Language Performance of Children Aged.Two\to Three

Researchers Agsociate Professor Dr.'SQ@;tra Angwatanakal

and Dr. Pasinec Sornhiranﬂi'

Year 1083

ABSTRACT

The.main purpose of this paper is to study the Thai language

performance of children aged two to three with respect to pronunciation,
vocabulary use, syntax and comprehension abilities for communicativé?

.purposes.

The subjectchonrist sf twenty chiiéfgg_of bothlsexes aged two .
to thfss in Septembér, 1982. Approximately five;gsufs of each subjecf%s;
conyeiséﬁign were recorded, transcribed, rechecked for accuracy and theﬁi

’analysedﬂis tefms of pronunciatiqn‘abiiity, vocabularységé and gentence
construction. _The results are nresented in the form of:;ég}es and
concluSioﬁskcoﬁssrning the comprehension abilities for cOmﬁsnicative

purposes are made.

The results can be summarized, as follows:

1, &s for pronunciétion, most subjects show the ability to

pronounce all simple vowels, dlphthongq and tomes corrﬂc ‘ly. They can

pronouncegali initial consonants, except /s/ and /r/.:;Most of them can

also pronouﬁeetfinal consonants with scme deviations: some pronounce

/-t/ as [-k/ and /—n/ as /-r/ while most of them still lack: the abllity

to use consonant clusters, Besides, they are able to use both normax
lfand heavy sentence stresses correctly, but less so for the emphatic

stress. Most of them also demonstrate good ability in using the close




syncture. As for the open junctere, the falling and rising ter—izal

contcurs are correctly used vne*e:: the suetsired termiral contour is

 £fdiy fennd.,

2. In studving vocabulary use, it

-syllabic words are mostly used. Though some three~ and four-syila=ble

words- are vrnsent iﬁ f“e daota, their svllables ave often reduced, ¥For -

exanmple, three— V bis words will bhe proneuncea 2s consisting of only

two syllables ahd;fbur—syllable words as consisting of iny three sy}iableé.

4s for word classes, the subjects use nouns und ?f:bS the wost,

are used less whereas adverbs are scarcely foumd., In additi-n, the sub’acts

are able to'use special vocabulary, such as words concerzis ~lLe counific -

=

systemf coior, quantity, time, nhysical apr rearance as well 23 abstract

nouns-.even though they still camnot fully ccmprehend their mesnings.

3. In syntax, most of the subjeects are able

simple sentences;and compound sentences are employed
However, complex sentencss are hardly . found. Furthermore, the subjects
are able to use affirmative

, negstive and ln*ﬂr*ogﬂt*ve se“te "8 well

as imperatives. T ‘th respect to werd order, mont of_tHem use words

theilr proper locations, with rcme excerntior-,

: 4. As for comprehensfon zbilitiea, mn-t oI subjects zan

211 2nd can cemrmnicate in speech,

However, som2 misuse of

_e;.fﬂls"*cu of ==:assary words ard use of

JW?TJS without understarding tﬁé;r:'.
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