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THESIS TITLE :  Aspects of Thal Culture in the Ral Ya9 Version of
Mahawebsandon Chadok : An Analytical Study.

NAME ~:  Mrs. Suwanee Chuansanit

DEPARTMENT : Thai language

ACADEMIC YEAR : 1975
ABSTRACT

This thesis aims- to 8how that the aspects of culture vhich appear
in the Rai Yao version of Mahawetsandon chadok revesal the Thai culture which
existed in the Ayudhya and Rabenakosin periods. The thesis is divided into
7 chaptérs. Chapter I includes an'introduetion conceming yerious versions
of Mahachat written before the Red- Yap Mahawebsandon chadok, a sumnation of
problems, the scope and met.hbds of -research, the weaning of culture, branches
-of' culture in accordance with the 'Cultural Anbhropology'. Chapter II dedl s
with the history of thé advemt.of Buddhism into Thailand which brought the
stories called 'Chadok' to this land, and discusses the tpadition of 'Ted
Mahachat' in Thailand. Chaspter III i€ about the history of the Rai Yao
version of Mahawetsandom chadok, (theauthors, 1.:he form, the,sequence of events
and the literary sentiment. Chapter IV discusses various categories of Thal
culture which appeé.r' in the Rai Yao version of Mahawetsandon chadok, such as

' the material culture, family institutions, recreafion, morals or beliefs and

certain traditions. These aspects of culture appear in the story from passage



T

to passage. Some are important parts of the theme whereas other are merely
isolated passages of conversation or descriptive narrations. All, however,
reflect the many sides of Thai culture. Chapter V deals with the language,
the results of which indicate that the method of composition and usage of
language such as similes; rhyming, court lamguspge, and the description of
nature ;n this version are similar to some of the Thai literary works. In this
chapter, ancient proverbs are queted in order to show that the Rai Yao verzion
of Mahawetsandon chadok does 'include some example of Thai attitudes. Chapter VI
;i_ndicate_s the influence of ‘Mahawetgandon chadok' in Thai art, namely wall-
painting, sculpture and literatare. These works of art point to the faith

of Thai Buddhists in 'Mghachaf' . Chapber VII is the conclusion of the

resegrch and sugzestions.
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