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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to study the evolution’
of Thai Riddles from Sukhothai Region to the present, and their

usage in teaching and learning at the Elementary Level.

This hiétorical research was conducted under the

foiiowing procedures:

1. Studying and collecting of concerning data about
the evolution of Thai Riddles from books, magazines and the

“other related papers both in Thai and in English.

2. Interviewing the educatorss.folklorexpert55old people

teachers, students and the students teacher from the facualty
of Education Chulalongkorn Univercity who had experiences in

playing these fiddles.

3. Organizing and presenting the data in descriptive

form.,

Most of Thai Riddles in Sukhothai Region and Ayuthaya

Region concerned about religioun . It took place first in



the palace and was spread out to people later on. Thai Riddle
games were very popular in Ratanakhosin Region. It was piayed-
~ during the'temple's festival, cremation and in the leisure
time among the family members and friends. Thai Riddles were
first known through verbal communication. Later on it was
spreading out by printing techniques. 'waadays,there are

many kinds of Thai Riddles shown in variety of presentation
such as in newspaper, children's magazines, television
competltlon program and also in tape cassettes. -The players
would be devided into two sides and took turn to be. the asking
and the answerlng sides or they may play in big group with

one's raising questions and the others flndlng the answers,

Thai Riddles were constructed into variety both in
poem and poetry., If it's poem the answer would be in four
ways:- the same begining word, the same ending word, tiae

conundrum words and the toning sound words.

At present, riddles played active role in the
classroom especially in the learning situation according to
Zlementary Curriculum B.E.2521. It can be classified in four
areas , accordiny to the questions or the answers:~ Riddles
in Basic Skill area » Riddles in Life Experlece area 4 Riddles

in Charactor Developmemtarea and Riddles in Work Oriented

Education area .

Most Riddles are the ambiguous questions, which
challenge'the answers to find the exact answers. The aims

of introducing riddles in instruction activity are to 1lift



up the atmosphere and to make the classroom more lifeiyf
and enjoyable, with the supreme expectation of cultivating
the students to be smart'thinkers, and reasonable proBlem
solvers whidh Were’part of the desirable characteristics

of young children’ written in the Elementary Curriculum

B.E 2521.
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