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Project Title The Administrative Policy of the
' Government towards the Thai
Muslims in the Southern
Provinces (1932-1973)
Name of the researcher  Piyanart (Nikrodha) Bunnag
Year May 1988

Abstract

The provinces along the southern borders of Thailand--

hémely Songkhla, Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat and Satun—cover an

- area of ‘13 million rai and have a population of approximately 2.2
million people. The majority of the people are Thai-Muslims who
have different 6hltures ‘and traditions from people in other areas.
Regarding the overall economy of this area, the average income
per person of the people living here is lower than the average
iné’éﬁie per person of people living in other southern provinces.
o The major problems of provinces along the southern borders are
fhose of economy, socio-psychology, and stability.

ﬁesearcb has revealed that the Thai Government has
long recognized the problems of these provinces along the
southern  borders—even from before the change from absolute
monarchy to constitutional monarchy in B.E. 2475 (1932) up until
the present. During B.E. 2475 to B.E. 2516 (1973) the government



announced fhe use to the same basic administrative policy all
over the country, but for provinces along the southern borders
the government would set Up an Ad Hoc Committee to adjust this
basic policy to suit the conditions of the people, the land, the
government administration and the public health. Some policies
were set up .especially for these provinces; for example, the Act
concerning the use of [slamic laws within the provinces of Yala,
Pattani, Narathiwat and Satun, and the Act of Islam Masayid
(mosque) B.E. 2490 (1947) Despite this, the government of some
periods have put pressure on these Thai-Muslims, without
consideration for their social and cultural .differences, which
resulted in dissatisfaction with the government among the Thai-
Muslims. This_ gave some groups of people with malicious
intentions, the opportunity to intervene 'anc_i led to problems
affecting the stability of the country. On the whole, however, the
Tﬁai govémment has created special government policies for
Thai-Muslims in the provinces along the southern borders which
are designed to be suitable for the cultural and religious
background of these people. The problem, thus, lies not so much
in the govemmént policy but rather in the govefnment officials
whose duty is to enforce the policy. The government should,
thérefore, regularly evaluate -the outcome of the policy
enforcement in order to be able to further improve upon the

existing policy. -
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